
 

 
 

The Steeple           Winter  20 19 - 2020  

 
Acting Pastor ï Reverend Shannon Wall ï revwall@nmchurch.org 
Music Director ï Sarah Fay ï musicdirector@nmchurch.org  
Manager of Church Operations ï Nicole Henderson ï nhenderson@nmchurch.org 
Bell Choir Director ï Sarah Albright ï bells@nmchurch.org 
Director of Christian Educationï Becky Passero ï  cedirector@nmchurch.org 
Moderator ï Susan Chapin ï moderator@nmchurch.org 
Vice Moderator ï Michael Curley ï vicemoderator@nmchurch.org 
Treasurer ï Evelyn LeCates ï treasurer@nmchurch.org 
Recording Secretary ï Evelyn Sandberg ï secretary@nmchurch.org 
Financial Secretary ï Deborah Staib ï financial@nmchurch.org 
Room Manager ï Mike Bensema ï pr@nmchurch.org  
Steeple Editor ï Janet Wittmann ï steeple@nmchurch.org 

 

 

Office Hours: Monday to Thursday 9:00-12:00 Noon.    

Office Phone:  860.354.8232     (Answering Service available 24/7)  

Fax Line:  860.354.4327 

E-mail:  church@nmchurch.org  

Web site:  www.nmchurch.org  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 
December 1  Worship Service ðCommunio n-1st Sunday of A dvent   10:00 AM  

 Advent L uncheon   See page 19 

    

Dec em ber 8 Worship Service ð2nd  Sunday of A dvent   10:00 AM  

 Christmas C oncert   See page 12 

    

Dec em ber 1 0 Women õs Ministry ð Gingerbread Houses  Details TBA 

    

Dec ember 1 3 Healing C ircle   See page 8  

    

Dec ember 1 5 Worship Service  - Pageant   10:00 AM  

    

Dec em ber 16 Church Night ð Taylor Room   7:00 PM 

    

December 18 Baby Bundles Distribution   See page 1 6 

    

Dec ember 2 2 Worship Service  ð 4th Sunday in A dvent   10:00 AM  

 Youth G roup M eeting ð Parish House Youth R oom   5:00 PM 

    

Dec em ber 24 Christmas Eve Service  ð Carols and Communion   7:00 PM 

    

December 29  Worship Service   10:00 AM  

    

January 5  Worship Service   10:00 AM  

    

January 10  Healing C ircle   See page 8  

    

January 12  Worship Service   10:00 AM  

 Chapel S titchers   See page 8  

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Pastorõs Page 
 

Dear Church,  

 

Happy Advent!  During this beautiful and busy time of the church year, I wish you and yours 

many, many blessings.  We hope that you will find them here at your church, too!   

 

I am so looking forward to the Advent luncheon (are you ready to try Doug Williamsõ Mexican 

lasagna?) on December 1.  Then, the following Sunday at 4 pm, we will enjoy a magnificent 

Christmas Concert.  Bring a friend or two.  

 

Every Sunday during the Advent season, we will be givi ng a handmade Christmas ornament 

to each household that attends worship.  Special thanks to Nicole Henderson and the 

Womenõs Ministry, Becky Passero and the Youth Group/Sunday School, and Leslie Schlemmer 

and the Prayer Shawl Ministry for making the orname nts! 

 

Then on Tuesday, December 24, we will celebrate Christmas Eve as a church family with one 

service at 7 pm with worship, carols and communion.  And the Christmas season at church 

(unlike the rest of the world) continues through the twelve days of Chri stmas, ending at 

Epiphany, the celebration of light.  

 

Oh come, oh come , Emmanuel!  

 

Advent blessings,  

 
 

Rev. Shannon Wall, Acting Pastor  

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers 

 

  

 

 

      

 

 

    

 

 
Anyone wishing to submit a prayer request 

during the week, or to alert the pastor to  a 

need or a member you have not seen in 

church for a while is asked to call the 

church office at 860 -354-8232.  We have 

an answering service, so you can call at 

your convenience, anytime day or night.  

 



 

Deaconõs Bench 

  

 ~Gifts~ 

The leaves have turned and fallen from their branches.  Days have grown shorter and nights, 

longer.  The air is crisp (okay, its cold) and the harvest complete.  A change of season is upon 

us.  So goes the cycle of life.  

 

What are you thankful for as we prepare to enter the seas on of giving?   

 

I am thankful for the sun rising in the morning, for the whistle of the tea kettle, for the love of 

my dog.  Iõm thankful for warm socks, my favorite song randomly on the radio and the first 

snowfall.  òGive thanks for a little and you will find a lot.ó  Hausa Proverb 

 

What if we took gratitude with us into everything we did?  What if we shared our gifts in all our 

actions and with everyone we meet?  Is it better to give, with gratitude or to receive with 

complacency?  In giving, and being grateful donõt we receive more?  òWhat if today, we 

were grateful for everything?ó Charlie Brown 

 

As the holidays loom closer, with their ability to overwhelm, give yourself the gift of a few 

minutes of quiet reflection on what it is that you are truly gra teful for.  òFor God so loved the 

world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whomever believes in Him should not perish 

but have everlasting life.ó John 3:16 

 

Give the gift of friendship.  Celebrate the gift of family. Enjoy the gift of a sunset.  Give  and 

be grateful by smiling at a stranger.  Give and be grateful by holding the door for the lady 

behind you; by paying it forward at Starbucks; by donating to the food bank.  Give and be 

grateful by baking cookies for a neighbor; by packing your husbands lunch; by calling your 

Mom.  In giving, sincere giving donõt we receive more? 

 

òGive a little bit.  Give a little bit of your love to me. Give a little bit.  Iõll give a little bit of my 

love to you.  Thereõs so much that we need to share.  So send a smile and show you careéó 

Supertramp  

 

Take the spirit of giving with you this season.  The joy of giving and receiving is a blessing to 

carry through the holidays and on into the New Year.   May God bless you.  

 

Sharon Millard  

For the Board of Deacons  

 

 

 

 

Lay Readers  
 

We are looking for volunteers to read our 

call to worship and first Scripture during 

Sunday Worship.  If you are interested, 

please let Nicole Henderson at 

nhenderson@nmchurch.or g  know!   

mailto:nhenderson@nmchurch.or
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Board of Trustees 

As 2019 comes to a close, and when I look back at all that has been accomplished, Iõm 

once again very thankful for our cadre of skilled and dedicated Trustee volunteers. Examples 

are:  

¶ There was significant progress with renting vacant space in the Pa rish House. 

¶ Ken Papp spent m any hours helping to fine tune  our accounting system.  

¶ The grounds were kept eye -appealing throughout the seasons with flower beds and 

freshly mowed lawns.  

¶ The Main Street church door thresholds were stripped, sanded, stained and  varnished. 

The steps and landing were also pressure washed.  

¶ Both church side doors were completely refurbished with new wood or caulk and 

painted. Much needed concrete work was also tackled.  

¶ The slate and stone stairs  at the r ear entrance to the Taylor Ro om  received extensive 

concrete patching and reinforcement. The wood landing also got a fresh coat of 

paint and had anti -slip strips installed.  

¶ The moat  alo ng the south side of the church  was reinforced with cement to prevent 

water migration into Fellowship  Hall. 

¶ The Parsonage garage wood trim was power washed, sanded, and painted.  

¶ Office computer software and the network were updated with much appreciated 

help from Dave Elmore. Dave also looked deeply into our telephone and Internet 

service plans , and by hi s efforts weõve reduced our operating costs. We also saved 

several hundreds of dollars in software upgrade expense by using the not -for-profit 

supplier Techsoup.  

¶ We competitively bid our 2019/2020 snow removal needs and locked in a very good 

contract.  

 

Thank You  to  Trustees Mike Bensema, Bill Jackson, Cary Westfall, and Doug Williams.  

Thank You to Manager ðChurch Operations Nicole Henderson, Treasurer Evelyn LeCates, and 

Financial Secretary Deb Staib.  

Weõll certainly have our hands full when construction starts on the repairs to the church roof. 

Work is planned for the upcoming spring.  

John Wittmann, Chair  
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Stewardship Committee  

The Stewardship Committee wrapped up the Fall Pledge Campaign in November.  

 

Our  goals were to re -educate the congregation on the i mportance of pledging ð especially 

to help ensure the Moderators Council has accurate financial data to propose the 2020 

budget  ð and to  reach all current and potential donors and increase planned giving to help 

fund a full -time pastor.  

 

Final results of the campaign arenõt available as of this writing, but the initial indications are 

that we were successful in growing the engagement of the congregation.  

 

While we will stay on top of pledges and donations in 202 0, the committee will now turn our 

focus to  fund -raising.   Weõre hopeful to develop several interesting programs in the new  year.  

 

New committee members are welcome.  

Jon Case  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Constant Contact  
 

The Board of Deacons publishes an e -mail newsletter periodically to the co ngregation.  The 

First Congregational Church of New Milford Happenings tries to highlight upcoming events 

and dates within the church.  It does not r eplace the content of The Steeple sent to you via 

the U.S. Postal Service.  If you cu rrently do not currently receive this via e -ma il and would like 

to, please e -mail fccnm10@gmail.com  to be added to the mai ling list, or call the church 

office with your updated e -mail address.  Thank you.  

 

mailto:fccnm10@gmail.com
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Healing Circle  
 

Healing Circle will be held  the second  Friday of every month.  The next meetings will be on d 

December 13  and January 10  in the Auditorium of the Parish House. This healing circle is free 

of charge, and open to all.    

 

 

 

The Chapel Stitchers  
 

We will not meet in December . But we will start up again in January on our normal second 

Sunday of the month , January 12, 2020 .  If you w ant to learn how to knit or crochet, we can 

do that. Needles and yarn are available. Join us in this ministry for a time of faith and 

fellowship.     

 

If you need a shawl , or know someone who does, please call the church office or see Leslie 

Schlemmer.  Donations of yarn are always welcome.    

 
 

Social Concerns and Missions Committee  

 
Holiday Collection for the Troops - Thank you all for the huge outpouring of donations  to send 

overseas for the troops õ Thanksgiving.  We will be accepting Christmas cards to send in 

December to service members. Look for a basket in front of the church.  If you have a loved 

one in the service that you would like us to send cards to , please share their address by 

seeing Leslie Schlemmer or calling the church office.   

Leslie Schlemmer  
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Notices for the Sunday Bulletin Parish Notes 

are due to Nicole Henderson by Tuesday 

nhenderson@nmchurc h.o rg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation  

 
Confirmation class is off to a great start!   A big thank you to Rev. Dr. Pat Nicholas, Deacon 

Joan Vill and Christian Education Director Becky Passero for leading the class.   The class 

meets the second Sunday each month at 8 am.   Here is the class, from left to r ight : Brittany 

Berry, Lizzy Berry, Amy Passero, Anna MacDonnell, Jack Costable and Olivia Pouder  
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Remembrance Sunday  

 

 
 
 

On Sunday, November 24 , memorials given to the Book of Remembrance by our church 

family and friends were dedicated in memory of those dearest to their hearts.  Contributions 

are put into a special fund and are used to enhance the beauty of the church and its 

spiritual ministry.  Earlier this year, some of the funds were used to refurbish the hand bells.  In 

addition, donations received by the A. Russell Ayre Scholarship Committee will be used to 

provide scholarships next spring.  

 

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 

In Loving Memory of:  Given by:  

Bill Barnhart Charlotte R. Bostwick  

Carol Barnhart  Charlotte R . Bostwick  

James L. Bueide  Bueide Family  

Vi (Elvira) and Clarence  Burden  Doris Curtiss 

Clifford C. Chapin  Sally Spring Rinehart  

Judy & E.B.Collins  Pam Cafiero  

Glenn S. Curtiss Doris Curtiss 

Rutledge Curtiss  Doris Curtiss 

Rosemary & Carl DallaRiva  Barbara McGiver  

Josephine Fowler  Jim & Judy York  

Richard Fowler  Jim & Judy York  

Stephen Fowler  Jim & Judy York  

Albert & Evelyn Hipp  Marjorie Landry  

Raymond E. Knecht  The Messina Family  
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Ethel Kranepool  Barbara McGiver  

Cynthia Landry  Marjorie Landry  

Ch ris MacDonald  Barbara McGiver  

Jerry McGiver  Barbara McGiver  

Emma McKittrick  Barbara McGiver  

Jodi Messina Mylie  The Messina Family  

Martha Paul  Jan McCarthy  

Barbara Poole  Debbie Poole  

Raymond Poole  Debbie Poole  

Joseph Rabasa  Evelyn Sandberg  

Rev. Dr. G. Barrett Rich  Barbara McGiver  

Jeanne Robison  Charlotte R. Bostwick  

Ella and Wesley Schultz  Faith and Dan Perkins  

Mary O/Brien Sculley  John Sculley  

John Strain  Barbara McGiver  

Lillian E. Strain Barbara McGiver  

Roger Strain  Barbara McGiver  

Norman Te rry Susan Chapin  

Rev. Donald Westerberg  Bonnie Westerberg  

Evelyn York Jim & Judy York  

Gerald York  Jim & Judy York  

 

                       A. RUSSELL AYRE SCHOLARSHIP REMEMBRANCE  

In Loving Memory of:  Given by:  
 

Given by:  

Penny Poole  Debbie Poole  

Linda Tucker  Tom Tucker 

 In Loving Memory of:  Given by the Estates  of: 

Toky VanAsch VanWyck  Maurits &Martin VanAsch VanWyck  

The Wells Family Fred & Marion Warman  
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Coffee House Crew  

Dave Eherts and Mike Curley meet our youth, grade 6 through  high school, at 

Barristerõs Coffee Shop each Sunday at 9:00am for a brief time of fellowship, then 

gather in the Taylor Room for lessons and discussion.  When the younger children 

leave the Sunday service for Church School, the Coffee House Crew comes to the 

sanctuary for the remainder of the service.  

 

 

 

Music Committee  
 

 
 
The Christmas Choir and Village Ringers bell choir are rehearsing for the Christmas Concert 

which will take place on Sunday, Dec ember  8 at 4pm.  The theme is òA Hometown 

Christmasó and includes a variety of popular Christmas music, carols, and a selection from 

the òMessiahó.  This free concert is a community event.  Please invite your friends and 

neighbors.  It is always a great way to get in the holiday spirit.  

 

The Music Committee w ishes to thank the members of both choirs for their hard work and 

dedication.  Special thanks to Sarah Fay and Sarah Albright for their leadership.  

 

Dave Elmore, Chair  
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Sunday Snow Day - Church Closing/Snow Emergency  

 
People involved: John Wittmann, Becky Passero, Nicole Henderson, Sarah Fay, Barbara Ahern, Joan 

Vill, Mike Bensema, Dave Elmore, Leslie Schlemmer, Gail Peck, Mary Eherts, Sheri Gunn  

 

1. If the Governor declares a state of emergency, church will be cancelled.   

 

2. If the weather is bad but no  emergency is declared, then John Wittman n will 

call Joe Goodell, who will be out on the roads in his plow.  John will text 

Shannon re: the conditions b y 7:30 am.  The pastor and Joan Vill will make the 

call to have church or not.  The pastor will send a t ext and email to the group 

named above.  (Barbara Ahern, check email before leaving home.)  

 

3. If the church will be open and the pastor  cannot get here, then the Deacons 

will lead the service.  The pastor will email the sermon and prayers to Joan Vill, 

and s he will coordinate with the Deacons.  

 

4. Becky  Passero and Sarah  Fay will make the call for the Sunday School and 

choir/musicians and will contact people directly, informing the rest of the 

group.    

 

5. Nicole Henderson will contact the answering service and the  cleaning service.  

 

6. Mike  Bensema will notify TV channels WFSB channel 3 or WVIT channel 8 . 

 

7. Becky Passero will post on Facebook.  

 

8. Dave Elmore will post t he notice on the church website and send an email to 

the General Church Committee.  

 

9. Leslie Schlemmer wi ll send out the Constant Contact email, with Sheri Gunn as 

a backup if Leslie is away.  

 

10. John Wittmann will post signs on the churchõs doors. 
 
 

 



 

 

 

14 

 

 
We are looking for individuals who would 

be interested in being òon calló for Sexton 

duties for special worship services.  For 

more information, please email Nicole 

Henderson at nhenderson@nmchurch.org  
   

 
 

  

 

Annual Ladies Retreat  
 

We will again be at the Silver Lake Conference Center , February 28, 29, and March 30, 2020 .  

The cost is $150, with a d eposit of $50 due by December 15th .  The second payment will be 

due January 31, 2020 OR you can pay in full now!   Please make c hecks payable  to FCCNM .  

Space is l imited , so sign-up today for a weekend of faith, fellowship, and fun!  Contact Becky 

Passero with any questions.  

 

 

 

Investment Committee  
 

Through the end of October, the churchõs invested funds are up 12.2% for the year overall.  

The endowment fund is up 14.4%.  The church has benefitted from the strong stock market.  

 

If you are doing end of year tax planning, you can donate to the church through December 

31, 2019.  It is tax deductible if you itemize your deductio ns (be sure to check with your tax 

professional).   Also, if you are 70 -1/2 and are taking required IRA withdrawals, consider 

donating the withdrawal to the church.  Speak to your IRA custodian about this.  It may 

reduce your taxable income.  

 

The church has  always relied on its invested funds for additional income.  The endowment 

and other funds have come from bequests made by past church members.  Please consider 

naming the church for a bequest in your will.  Of course, donations to the endowment fund 

can b e made any time.  For more information, contact the investment committee by email 

at investmentcommittee@nmchurch.org  

Dave Elmore, Chair  
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Church Directory  

 
Our church directory is available t o view on any web browser! Instant Church Directory ñ the 

program we use to build our church directory ñ has a free website for church members to 

view our directory online.  

 

To view the directory online, go to https://members.inttantchurchdirectory.com/  You will be 

asked to enter in your email address as it's listed in our directory. If your email address isn't 

listed in the directory, let news@nmchurch.org   know so it can be added.  

 

The first time, click on the òCreate a login nowó under the Sign In button. Enter your email 

address and set up a password to be sent an email confirmation. Click on the link inside that 

email to confirm your email and log in wit h the password you just created.  

 

 

 

Planned Giving  
 

Thatõs the name that has come to be associated with gifts to your church or other charity 

that happen after your lifetime. Simply put, you plan now, for a gift that will occur later. In our 

church, we recognize those who have declared they have arranged for a planned gift by 

receiv ing them as members of the Deacon Roger Sherman Society.  

 

There are many ways to make a planned gift, and depending on your unique 

circumstances, some methods are better for you and for the church than others. Contact 

the Church Office for more details.   The simplest and most direct way to make a planned gift 

is to include the church as a beneficiary on your life insurance policy. Your insurance agent 

can guide you on the specific forms and options available from your insurance company. 

Just tell them you want to add a beneficiary; the agent will take it from there.  

 

When you have arranged your planned gift, be sure to let our Pastor know ð no details, just 

that you made arrangements ð so we can appropriately recognize your generosity.  For your 

convenienc e, you may use the form below.  

 
%     %     %     %     %     %     %     %     %     %     %     %     %    %     %     %     %    %     

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

T H E  D E A C O N  RO G E R  SH E R M A N  SO C I E T Y 
 

        A gift to First Congregational Church of New Milford is in my (our) estate plans.  

Ç  Yes!    Please count me (us) as a Member of The Deacon Roger Sherman Society. 

 

__________________________________________________________ 
 Please Print Name(s) as you would like them to appear on recognition documents 

 
%     %     %     %     %     %     %     %     %     %     %     %     %    %     %     %     %    %     %  

 

https://members.inttantchurchdirectory.com/
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Steeple  
 

We hope that everyone enjoys the convenience of having our newsletter available online.  

This saves hundreds of dollars in the  church budget, as well as helping our environment by 

using less paper, ink and other precious resources.  Hard copies will be available in the back 

of the Sanctuary, side entrance of church and in the Parish House hallway.    Please contact 

Nicole Henders on at the church office if you need to make different arrangements.  Articles 

and news for the next  issue should be sent to Jan Wittmann ( steeple@nmchurch.org )  by 

Friday , January  17 for inclusion.  

 

You can  save  the Calendar page at 

the front of each issue for reminders 

of upcoming church meetings and 

events.  
   

 

 

 

Baby Bundles  

 
  

Baby Bundles is a program which each month provides diapers to families in need in New 

Milford.  Our church supports this mission t hrough the collection of money and diapers on the 

2nd  Sunday each month.  Please consider bringing packages of diapers and/or baby wipes 

to the church for collection, or make a monetary donation using the envelope provided in 
the bulletin.   

If you have an y questions please contact Jan McCarthy, Baby Bundles Chairperson, at 

j.mccarthy101@sbcglobal.net . Help is needed to supervise the double doors in the Parish 

House from 4:30 - 5:30 PM on Baby Bundles distr ibution Wednesdays.  If you have the time to 

volunteer, please contact Jan McCarthy or call Nicole Henderson at the Church 

office.   Thank you!  

  

Offerings / Pledges  

When using pledge envelopes, please be sure to write your name and/or number on them!  

If you have any questions regarding your General Fund giving, feel free to email Deb Staib, 

Financial Secretary  financial@nmchurch.org ; for Raise the Roof contribution  questions, 

please contact Evelyn LeCates  treasurer@nmchurch .org  

 

mailto:steeple@nmchurch.org
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Food Bank  

 
Non -perishable foods are gratefully accepted, but cleaning supplies are also needed.   

Governmen t subsidies do not cover the purchase of laundry detergent or basic home 

cleaning products.  Also appreciated are personal care items.  If you travel, and do not use 

the little bars of soap and bottles of shampoo provided by hotels, please take and donate 

them!  You may leave donations in the hutch by the side entrance to the sanctuary, and 

they will be brought to the New Milford Social Services office for distribution to those in need.   

The first Sunday of each month is Food Bank Sunday - there are envelo pes tucked into the 

bulletins for monetary contributions as well.  More information is listed on the next page.  
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