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April 5   Palm Sunday  

 

April 9   Maundy Thursday  

 

April 10   Good Friday 

 

April 12   Easter Sunday  

 

 

Regular services and events have been postponed or cancelled, as we all keep a 

safe distance.  Many members of the congregation and community have been 

watching our live-streamed 10am Sunday worship services.  Since the onset of the 

pandemic, the addition of broadcasts from the pulpit with words of comfort and 

assurance weekdays at noon have also gained a faithful audience.  Presently, Rev. 

Day is speaking on Wednesdays, Christian Education Director Becky Passero is 

providing a children’s message on Mondays, and several lay readers will take turns 

the other days.  Please refer to Constant Contact emails for updates. 

 

The Board of Deacons publishes a Constant Contact e-mail newsletter periodically to 

the congregation.  If you do not currently receive this and would like to, please e-

mail fccnm10@gmail.com to be added to the mailing list, or call the church office 

with your updated e-mail address.   

 

 

Your continued support for our church is critical while attendance at services is 

restricted due to COVID-19.  Please visit the main page of the church web site and 

click, “Donate to the Church!” to find out how you can keep your regular pledge or 

donation to the church current. 

 

 

 
Please see the link below to review guidelines for community/faith organizations regarding 

COVID-19.  You can also visit the CDC website for updates. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/guidance-

community-faith-organizations.html 
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Pastor’s Page 

 
 

Dear Members and Friends of First Church, 

 

You are all very much on my mind and in my prayers during these most challenging days of 

Coronavirus sweeping over much of the world. China, Iran, Italy, most of Europe, and now 

hitting us harder, day by day, in the United States.  

 

Like most of you, I am wading through an avalanche of information from a wide range of 

sources...church, seminary, government, newspapers, cable news, networks, special editions 

of magazines and social media. The March 19th online edition of The Economist just arrived, 

featuring an article entitled "American life has been transformed in a few short weeks" with a 

subtitle stating: "The next few will be even tougher." You have every right to be worried, and 

we want each and every one of you to follow strictly the health precautions of washing 

hands, practicing social distancing, and all the rest. 

 

We are people of faith. We are Easter people. We will faithfully gather at 10am on Sundays 

and at noon Monday-Friday for live streaming services and devotions from the beauty and 

sanctity of our sanctuary. We are not isolated so please do not feel lonely. Please call the 

church office with any particular needs or desire for a pastoral chat.  

 

In addition to live streaming, I encourage you "to burn up the phones" in reaching out to 

other members of the church and any of your neighbors who may be isolated. Text, email, 

social media are terrific but the actual voice of a friend is effective medicine. Call someone 

today! 

 

We pray for those who have the virus and the medical personnel caring for them. We pray 

for those who volunteer to help those in need. Consider donating blood. Consider picking up 

prescriptions for those unable to get out. Together, we will not only maintain community but 

deepen it. God is at work through us. As one pastor has stated, "Revolutionary Love means 

not sharing this virus with each other.....Love looks like live-streamed worship." 

 

"See" you in church at 10am on Sunday!! Now, back to my sermon! 

 

Grace and peace, 

Rev. R. Randy Day  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Deacon’s Bench 

  

Grant Us the Serenity 

 
God grant me the serenity 

To accept the things I cannot change; 

Courage to change the things I can; 

And wisdom to know the difference. 

Reinhold Neibuhr, Theologian  (1892-1971) 

 

I have read and heard the Serenity Prayer many times in my life, but I don’t think I really paid 

enough attention to its meaning until recently.  With all the uncertainty in our present day 

lives, it is natural to get caught up in the “what ifs” and worry about all that could happen 

over the next few months. Teachers in my school district are frantically trying to figure out 

how to use distance learning to reach out to their students, friends are questioning whether 

they should still plan on having each other over for dinner, and my elderly mother called me 

last night in a panic, afraid that she won’t be able to attend my son’s graduation in June! 

 
God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change… 

 

We can’t change the fact that we are dealing with an unprecedented social situation, but 

we can change how we react to it. I am going to post this prayer around my home as a 

reminder that I cannot change what is happening right now, but I can redirect my mind 

when I start to over-focus on the “what ifs”. 

 

...courage to change the things I can… 

 

Social media is full of ways in which people are helping others through this crisis on a daily 

basis. One church in Illinois is providing free daycare to the children of healthcare workers in 

town. Facebook groups are collecting food for students who may not otherwise have 

breakfast and lunch during the day. Others are reaching out to elderly neighbors and 
offering to pick up groceries for them. We can all find something to do that will change (and 

improve) the lives of others right now. 

 
...and wisdom to know the difference. 

 

We need to take care of ourselves and others at this time. That’s what matters right now. All 

of the “what ifs” will only keep us focusing on what we cannot change and not on what we 

can change. Pray often and ask for the wisdom from God to know the difference. God Bless 

and take care! 

For the Board of Deacons, 

Lynn Holcomb 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Anyone wishing to submit a prayer request during the week, or to alert the pastor to a need is 

asked to call the church office at 860-354-8232.  We have an answering service, so you can 

call at your convenience, anytime day or night. 

 

 

 
 

 

The Chapel Stitchers 

The Chapel Stitchers will not meet in April.  We have made over 50 little Easter baskets for the 

children, but these will be saved for next year.  Watch Constant Contact for an 

announcement when we are able to resume meeting.  Until then, if you need a shawl or 

know someone who does, please leave a message with the church’s answering service.    
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Social Concerns and Missions Committee 

We have decided to support the following programs in 2020: 

• Mother’s Day Blankets on May 10th 

• This will be promoted in church on April 26th and May 3rd. 

• Father’s Day Tools on June 21st 

• This will be promoted in church on June 7th and June 14th 

• We will have a Current Event Discussion before church during July and August 

• We discussed paring this with breakfast to make it easier to attend. We 

also discussed perhaps having some off site at a restaurant/diner. 

• We will continue to support the Easely/New Milford Social Services Thanksgiving 

work of cleaning turkeys and helping with the community dinner 

• We will support a Collection for the Troops in December 

We are investigating a mission project that involves gleaning at farms. This could be a one or 

two day mission, and would be a reasonable drive at a northeast-based location. 

We are looking at how to approach the Joint Garden with St. John’s. This project seems to fit 

with several different committees, and needs a dedicated champion to be the project 

manager. 

Dan Martin, Chair 

 

 

                 

Notices for the Sunday Bulletin Parish Notes 

are due to Nicole Henderson by Tuesday 

nhenderson@nmchurch.org 

  

 

 

 

Music Committee 
 

The senior choir performed behind Rev. Day at the March 15 online service.  Sarah Fay has 

decided that more caution is necessary.  Rehearsals and Sunday service participation has 

been put on hold.  Small group or solo performances will be used instead in the streamed 

services.  Thanks to Sarah Fay and volunteers who will be providing music during this period of 

social isolation. 

 

The bell choir has also postposed rehearsals until further notice. 

 

Dave Elmore, Chair 

mailto:nhenderson@nmchurch.org
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Meetinghouse Restoration Committee 

We had bid openings on February 27th 

• We had two bids submitted by the deadline 

• Both bids were determined to be non-qualified and were not accepted 

• This left us with no qualified bid, and we decided to rebid. 

• We launched communication to rebid the project on March 12th. 

• We hope to get more bidders this round 

We are progressing with our Phase 2 work simultaneously to the primary Roof project 

• Accessibility Team Update 

• We are focused on repairing the elevator, and are exploring options for 

repair, replace, and funding 

• Steeple and Facade Team Update 

• We are working to find a company to give us a scope of work, to enable 

an effective work plan 

Dan Martin, Chair 

 

A. Russell Ayre Scholarship  

 

It’s hard to believe that scholarship time is right around the corner.  Applications for the A. 

Russell Ayre Scholarship will soon be available online, as well as from the church office.  They 

are due in the church office by May 1.  

 

 

Church Directory  

 
Our church directory is available to view on any web browser! Instant Church Directory — the 

program we use to build our church directory — has a free website for church members to 

view our directory online. 

 

To view the directory online, go to https://members.inttantchurchdirectory.com  You will be 

asked to enter in your email address as it's listed in our directory. If your email address isn't 

listed in the directory, let news@nmchurch.org know so it can be added. 

 

The first time, click on the “Create a login now” under the Sign In button. Enter your email 

address and set up a password to be sent an email confirmation. Click on the l ink inside that 

email to confirm your email and log in with the password you just created. 

 

 
 

https://members.inttantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:news@nmchurch.org
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Steeple 
 

We hope that everyone enjoys the convenience of having our newsletter available online.  

This saves hundreds of dollars in the church budget, as well as helping our environment by 

using less paper, ink and other precious resources.  Hard copies will be available in the back 

of the Sanctuary, side entrance of church and in the Parish House hallway.    Please contact 

Nicole Henderson at the church office if you need to make different arrangements.  Articles 

and news for the next issue should be sent to Jan Wittmann (steeple@nmchurch.org) by 

Monday, April 20 for inclusion. 

 

 

 

Planned Giving 
 

That’s the name that has come to be associated with gifts to your church or other charity 

that happen after your lifetime. Simply put, you plan now, for a gift that will occur later. In our 

church, we recognize those who have declared they have arranged for a planned gift by 

receiving them as members of the Deacon Roger Sherman Society.  

 

There are many ways to make a planned gift, and depending on your unique 

circumstances, some methods are better for you and for the church than others. Contact 

the Church Office for more details.  The simplest and most direct way to make a planned gift 

is to include the church as a beneficiary on your life insurance policy. Your insurance agent 

can guide you on the specific forms and options available from your insurance company. 

Just tell them you want to add a beneficiary; the agent will take it from there.  

 

When you have arranged your planned gift, be sure to let our Pastor know – no details, just 

that you made arrangements – so we can appropriately recognize your generosity.  For your 

convenience, you may use the form below. 

 
                                                                      

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

T H E  D E A C O N  R O G E R  S H E R M A N  S O C I E T Y  
 

        A gift to First Congregational Church of New Milford is in my (our) estate plans.  

  Yes!    Please count me (us) as a Member of The Deacon Roger Sherman Society. 

 

__________________________________________________________ 
 Please Print Name(s) as you would like them to appear on recognition documents 
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Remembrance Sunday, May 24 

        
 

Book of Remembrance: Memorials given to the Book of Remembrance by our church family 

and friends will be dedicated in memory of those dearest to their hearts.  Contributions are 

put into a special fund and are used to enhance the beauty of the church and its spiritual 

ministry.  Donations may be sent in any time of the year to the church office, in care of the 

Book of Remembrance.  Those gifts received later than May 3 will be dedicated in 

November.  The list will be posted on the bulletin board by the side door entrance of the 

church on May 17 for review.  

 

A Russell Ayre Scholarship: With your generous support we are able to offer financial 

assistance to deserving college students.  Donations of any size may be sent in any time of 

the year to the church office, in care of the Scholarship Committee.  Please indicate who 

your gift is in memory/honor of, as well as to whom an acknowledgement should be sent.  

Those gifts received later than May 3 will be dedicated in November.  The list will be posted 

on the bulletin board at the side door entrance on May 17 for review.   

 

Please make check payable to: The First Congregational Church 
                                                Memo: Book of Remembrance OR A. Russell Aye Scholarship 

(Note: A. Russell Ayre Scholarship and Book of Remembrance are separate checking accounts.) 

 

 

 

 

 

Investment Committee 
 

The church investments have experienced extraordinary growth over the past year.  But 

circumstances have changed since the stock market hit new highs in mid-February.  

Uncertainty has overtaken investors since the COVID-19 virus has spread.  As of the end of 

February the endowment fund was down about 7%.   The market has dropped much further 

since then.  The church’s investments have been hit hard.  The stock market will recover, but 

it remains to be seen how long it will take for the market to stabil ize and start gaining again 

after the virus threat has passed.  

Dave Elmore, Chair 
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Baby Bundles 

 
  

A huge “THANK YOU!” goes out to all those who donated diapers, baby items and funds to 

the Baby Bundles Program.  Our monthly distribution was held on Wednesday, March 18th.  

We successfully altered our distribution process to keep our families and volunteers safe in 

these uncertain times.  Thanks to your donations, we were able to distribute extra diapers 

and wipes so that our families would not have to decide between buying diapers or food 

items.  We plan to hold our next distribution of April 15th, but will follow whatever the 

government’s guidelines are at that time.  We hope we can count on your continued 

support as we find ways to assist the struggling families of young children in our community.  

Baby Bundles always needs donations, whether it be the items listed of monetary 

contributions.  People can drop off their Baby Bundle items at the side door anytime 

between 10am and 11am on Sunday, or by appointment with Becky Passero at 

cedirector@nmchurch.org.  We are truly blessed to be part of such a caring congregation! 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Bank 

 
Non-perishable foods are gratefully accepted, but cleaning supplies are also needed.   

Government subsidies do not cover the purchase of laundry detergent or basic home 

cleaning products.  Also appreciated are personal care items.  If you travel, and do not use 

the little bars of soap and bottles of shampoo provided by hotels, please take and donate 

them!   

 

More information is listed on the next page, but during this time of social distancing, please 

call Social Services (860-355-6079) for drop-off procedures. 
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