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Regular services and events have been postponed or cancelled, as we all keep a
safe distance. Many members of the congregation and community have been
watching our live-streamed 10am Sunday worship services. Since the onset of the
pandemic, the addition of broadcasts from the pulpit with words of comfort and
assurance weekdays at noon have also gained a faithful audience. Presently, Rev.
Day is speaking on Wednesdays, Christian Education Director Becky Passero is
providing a children’s message on Mondays, and several lay readers will take turns
the other days. Please refer to Constant Contact emails for updates.
The Board of Deacons publishes a Constant Contact e-mail newsletter periodically to
the congregation. If you do not currently receive this and would like to, please email news@nmchurch.org to be added to the mailing list, or call the church office
with your updated e-mail address.
Your continued support for our church is critical while attendance at services is
restricted due to COVID-19. Please visit the main page of the church web site and
click, “Donate to the Church!” to find out how you can keep your regular pledge or
donation to the church current.

Please see the link below to review guidelines for community/faith organizations regarding
COVID-19. You can also visit the CDC website for updates.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/guidancecommunity-faith-organizations.html

The Moderator’s Council has voted
that our Spring Meeting, normally held
near the end of May, will be
postponed until July, due to Covid-19.

Pastor’s Page
Greetings to the nurturing and spiritual people of The First Congregational Church of New
Milford!
Like all of you, I have been tuning in over the course of the last many Sundays from our
home. It is such a pleasure to listen to the Scriptures, sermons and the inspiring music. This has
become a highlight for me and it is the best way to begin a week, especially during times like
these. My only regret is that I have not had the distinct pleasure of getting to know all of you
better. It seems like such a long time ago when Randy, Greg, Jessica, James, Thomas and I
sat among you to sip the delicious soups of Super Bowl Sunday.
When Randy asked me if I wanted to say anything to you all in what might be my last
chance before our time in New Milford comes to a close, I immediately decided that I want
to thank you. Randy quoted Ann Weems on Easter in the poem “Where is the Church?”
There is a line in there that says the church of Jesus Christ is where the ministers are ministered
unto. Randy has come home energized from having been among you. He enters the house
and shares your names and all of the wonderful ways you have shared yourselves with him.
I have still been at work every day where I engage in therapeutic work in a 6-week
residential program for people battling psychosis, schizophrenia and various other persistent
psychiatric illnesses. We have been wearing masks and gear—both patients and my staff—
and have been safely quarantined.
Those “in the know” tell us that Summer 2020 will be very different from the norm. Substance
abuse, domestic violence and suicide rates will climb. People will be challenged as they
attempt to pay bills and feed their families. Like my patients, there will be people in hospitals
or nursing facilities who cannot be visited, touched or hugged by their families.
Randy read Maya Angelou’s poem entitled “And Still I Rise.” Those two simple words, “I RISE,”
are some of the most proactive and powerful words I have encountered in a while.
A friend of mine who has been watching the live-streaming services shared some virtual ways
in which adults and teenagers can rise up during this far-reaching pandemic.
 Be My Eyes is an online community of over 3 million volunteers in over 150 countries
assisting 200,000 blind and low vision people. Download the app and you might
receive a desperate call from someone who can’t differentiate colors, read
instructions or check expiration dates.
 The Smithsonian Transcription Center could use help with transcribing thousands of
archives, from field notes to diaries to photo albums.
 United Nations Volunteers need help and there are over 12,000 people from 187
countries.
You can ponder a selection of opportunities to fulfill peace and
development goals. You might help with writing and editing, COVID-19 response,
translation, and technology development. There are many projects that are being
tackled underneath all of those categories. Work 1 hour/week or 20 hours/week. Your
choice!
( continued next page )




Upchieve is a free online platform that enables teenagers and adults to offer lowincome high school students the opportunity to connect to in an online classroom
focused on math tutoring.
Finally, Dream-catchers has just launched their Kindness and Compassion Initiative to
encourage interactions with senior citizens. Be a virtual pen pal or create video or
physical greeting cards for people who are lonely.

I read a book when I was 13 years old. Maybe some of you have heard of it or read it
yourselves. It is called The Pigman by Pulitzer Prize-winning author, Paul Zindel. It is about two
mischievous teenagers who learned life lessons when they befriended a lonely old man with
a zest for life. I think that our culture, in general, does not do justice in terms of respecting the
elderly in our society. In Asia and Africa, for example, elderly persons are seen as wisdom
embodied—they share stories and life experiences to shape our perspectives.
In closing, I want to extend virtual handshakes and even some hugs to all of you—my vast
Sunday church circle.
I quote Ann Weems again who said, “the church of Jesus Christ is where a child of God
brings a balloon…is where old people dance…young people see visions and old people
dream dreams.”
I wish for all of you this: vibrant balloons, jubilant dances, illuminating visions and peaceful
dreams. May we continue to find the fortitude to rise up.
Be safe and Godspeed,
Emily Day

Board of Trustees









Spring Clean-up has been postponed due to the pandemic. Single worker projects
are still taking place.
Work continues in the Parish House hallway and closets. Bill Jackson has painted all of
the trim and is now working on the closets and shelving. In one of the closets all of the
supports and base molding had to be replaced and in others, electrical corrections
were needed.
Bill Jackson and John Wittmann are finishing the wood trim on the parsonage porch
and will follow-up with caulking and paint. The existing portico supports and attached
benches had rotted out and were unsafe. They have been replaced.
The Jacksons have done a masterful job with this year’s spring flowers around the
church property.
Dave Elmore has completed the swap from our old phone system to a new cost
effective one that will help the operating budget’s bottom line.
Our cleaning service makes periodic walk-throughs and cleaning as needed,
especially bathrooms. Serf, the service’s owner, takes considerable pride in his work
and has become a friend of the church.
John Wittmann, Chair

Deacon’s Bench
The Board of Deacons would like to take this opportunity to say THANK YOU to our wonderful
congregation. We have always stepped up in times of need, and it has been no different
during these unchartered and often scary times. In the midst of trying to figure out new ways
to grocery shop, work, teach your children, keep busy, you have risen! We continue to
demonstrate what a caring, faith-based COMMUNITY we are and we are proud of everyone
involved.
First, Reverend Day, thank you for your spiritual LEADERSHIP. Who knew when we asked you
to fill the pulpit back in December this would happen? Your Sunday sermons and
Wednesday Devotionals have been INSPIRATIONAL and have challenged us to SEE and ACT
in the world as JESUS would have done.
We continue to reach out in MISSION… prayer shawls, palms for the community, making
masks, delivering food, reaching those more isolated with cards, calls, and emails. Please
keep it up as there are so many in need. Let’s be the LEADERS in delivering donations and
hygiene products so needed by SOCIAL SERVICES!
Thank you ALL who have found a way to continue financially supporting the church. YOU are
appreciated!
Our many dedicated speakers who have taken time to share Noon Devotionals with us have
been a GIFT. Thank you!
Becky continues to teach our youth from her HEART and uses creative ways to share God’s
message from ‘Action Jesus’ to illustrated Bible stories. (It seems ‘Flat Jesus’ from last summer
has been reincarnated as he appeared in Jan Wittmann’s Noon Devotional this week.)
Confirmation Classes have continued – these kids are WONDERFUL! We anticipate a full
celebration for them in the Fall!
Committees are doing IMPORTANT work via Microsoft Teams and Zoom and Facebook. The
COOPERATION and flexibility have been great! Thank you, John Wittmann and Dave Elmore,
for being the MASTERS of TECHNOLOGY. We couldn’t be doing it without you!
The Trustees, especially Bill Jackson and family, are putting their TALENTS to work beautifying
our Parish House and grounds. We are grateful!
Our Moderator, Susan Chapin, is LEADING us, notes are being taken, our Church continues to
THRIVE due to the efforts of many!
Yes, WE MISS YOU, but WE’LL SEE YOU SOON. In the meantime, we THANK GOD for all of you
and our many BLESSINGS!
In Faith and Fellowship,
For the Board of Deacons,
Joan Vill

Anyone wishing to submit a prayer request during the week, or to alert the pastor to a need is
asked to call the church office at 860-354-8232. We have an answering service, so you can
call at your convenience, anytime day or night.

The Chapel Stitchers
The Chapel Stitchers will not meet in May. We have received a request to make face masks
for a local group that our youth has worked with. If you are able to help with this, please
contact Leslie Schlemmer for more information, or call the church office.
If you need a shawl or know someone who does, please leave a message with the church’s
answering service.

Lawn Mowing Sign-up
The Trustees have asked for volunteers to mow our very limited lawn area each weekend
from April through October. Please email Nicole at nhenderson@nmchurch.org with dates
you are able to volunteer. Volunteers will be sent a reminder of the date they have chosen.
Thank you for helping to keep our church grounds inviting!

Holy Week revisited
Holy Week was very different this year. On Palm Sunday, palms were distributed after the
worship service in a drive-through fashion, with some left in front of the church for passers-by
to help themselves. On Maundy Thursday, Rev. Day led a Tenebrae Service. It was set up
differently than we have experienced in the past, and was very moving and educational.
The Good Friday Cross Walk did not take place. The New Milford Parks and Rec Department
created a town-wide drive-by Easter Egg Hunt. Residents and businesses were invited to
decorate and display large eggs; a list was compiled by street address so that families could
drive around and see them all. We had two eggs in front of the church, painted by Meg
Wittmann and Becky Passero. On Easter Sunday we were gifted with joyous music, and the
special addition of a trumpet.

Easter Egg Hunt participation

Trumpeter Robert Patrick

The Easter Sunday edition of the Danbury News-Times included an article on local religious
celebrations. Our church was in the spotlight, with the article stating in part:
“We’ve been live-streaming before the crisis came, and now it’s a lifesaver,” said the
Rev. R. Randy Day, the extended supply minister at the First Congregational Church of
New Milford. Sunday’s service will have some live music with only a few musicians
performing at the church itself, which will be decorated with fresh flowers. “I’ve been
trying to make it as special as possible,” Day said.
( continued next page )
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The online platform has allowed churches to reach more people in the community
than their traditional services. Several religious leaders said this might be because
people are turning to prayer during this difficult time. Day said he saw a similar
movement in New York City following the 9/11 terrorist attack, again in New Orleans
after Hurricane Katrina, and the tsunami in Indonesia. He said there’s anxiety,
especially for those who can’t visit loved ones in hospitals or nursing homes. “I think
our faithful people are tuned in, and I think other folks see it as a time to reengage
with their faith,“ Day said.

Debbie Poole (pink top) and Nicole Henderson (print top)
Photographs by H. John Voorhees for The News-Times/Hearst Connecticut Media

Scholarship
The A. Russell Ayre Scholarship Committee is accepting applications through May 1st for 2020
scholarships. Reminder emails have been sent to all FCC seniors and the committee is
working closely (via email) with the NMHS Guidance Department to obtain necessary school
transcripts. We look forward to learning more about another group of talented and
dedicated young people and continuing the long tradition of awarding scholarships that
help them pursue their educational dreams!
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Pastoral Search Committee
The Search Committee continues to meet every two weeks. After a long period of gathering
information, accessing reports, interpreting data, and much discussion, we are on the cusp
of finishing our profile. This is what we have discovered as a committee. Our church is a truly
amazing. We are always looking for ways to help others, always scrutinizing and figuring out
how to be better, always working to solve the huge problems of dealing with a historical
building, and always looking for enough funds to juggle a very challenging budget. We are
an amazingly talented, dedicated group of people. Every member is valued. We take to
heart these verses:
Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground
without your Father’s will. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 Fear
not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.”
29

All of you need to know we have a lot to offer a prospective pastor. Pray for each of us on
the committee, as we have worked diligently and tried to reflect every need.
We have the rough draft of a church profile in a Google doc. We have been methodically
addressing each area by looking for the best person to advise us. We may be approaching
many of you as we finalize this profile. Every piece of information we have received has been
carefully considered. This is an important document because it is our invitation to candidates.
They need to have a realistic view of our many gifts and our substantial challenges. That and
God’s help will send the right person to us. We are as impatient as you are to move forward.
Thank you for your continued support and understanding.
Doris Papp

Music Committee
Unfortunately, regular music activities, including the senior choir and bell choir, have been
suspended along with all other church activities. A few choir members have been able to
join the cast for the Sunday services. Through Easter the group has included Melanie and
Chris Fay, Susan Chapin and Paul Mayer, Bob Quimby and Pam Cafiero (I hope I haven’t
forgotten anyone.) Thanks also to Sarah Fay for keeping the music going during the
shutdown.
On Easter Sunday, Robert Patrick enhanced the service playing trumpet on Purcell’s “Sonata
for Organ and Trumpet.” It made a wonderful service even more special. Thanks to Randy
Day and Sarah Fay for making it happen.
Dave Elmore, Chair
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New Telephone System
On April 15 the church moved to a new phone system. The new system provides voicemail
capability. Now when you call you can you will be prompted for the person or department
you are calling: for the main office (Nicole) and Christian Education press 1; for Rev. Day (or
Rev. Wall when she returns) press 2; for the Treasurer and finance press 3; for Room Rentals
press 4; for the Fellowship Hall extension press 5. You will no longer have to wait for a
connection to the answering service.
This new system is more efficient since you can leave a message directly for the person or
department you are trying to reach. When leaving a message, be sure to explain the nature
of your call. That will allow someone to return your call with the information you are seeking.
With very limited office hours during the pandemic, a return call may take longer than
normal.
These changes are reducing the costs of telephone service by more than $1,500 a year while
providing a better level of service.

Church Directory
Our church directory is available to view on any web browser! Instant Church Directory — the
program we use to build our church directory — has a free website for church members to
view
our
directory
online.
To
view
the
directory
online,
go
to
https://members.inttantchurchdirectory.com You will be asked to enter in your email address
as it's listed in our directory. If your email address isn't listed in the directory, let
news@nmchurch.org know so it can be added.
The first time, click on the “Create a login now” under the Sign In button. Enter your email
address and set up a password to be sent an email confirmation. Click on the link inside that
email to confirm your email and log in with the password you just created.
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Meetinghouse Restoration Committee
Phase 1 progress:
John Wittmann reached out to SHPO to check on our overall status given the delays
caused by the current restrictions. Here is a portion of the response: “…. due to the
current circumstances, your timeline is flexible. You can also request a contract
extension if you don’t think you will meet the deadline date for the project.” They also
said we can directly solicit qualified firms. We can rebid if we don’t get enough
responses or are not satisfied with the responses received. However, if we receive only
one response and are fully satisfied, we can move forward and don’t have to try to
get more bids.
Phase 2 progress:
Accessibility Team Update - We are focused on repairing the elevator, and are exploring
options for repair, replace, and funding
Steeple and Facade Team Update - We are working to find a company to give us a scope
of work, to enable an effective work plan.
Dan Martin, Chair

Investment Committee
The economic malaise created by the shutdown of most businesses and the need to stay
home has created uncertainty for investors. That has led to a major drop in stock market
averages from late February on. More recently as the virus situation appears to be stabilizing,
the stock market has seen some advances from the low point.
The church’s investments also are down from the start of the year. However, as the economy
begins to open up again and people go back to work, it is hoped that the stock market and
our investments will begin to regain the value. This may take quite a while to occur.
Dave Elmore, Chair
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Nominating Committee
Volunteers keep the church wheels turning! Committee terms normally end in June, but
those due to expire will be extended slightly this year, due to the postponement of our Spring
Meeting. Some slots have been filled, but we are still looking to fill upcoming vacancies on
the following committees:
Deacons
Nominating
Audit
Stewardship
Investments
Ushers
Please prayerfully consider your gifts and talents, and volunteer. A slate of new committee
members will be presented for approval at the rescheduled Spring Meeting. If you have any
questions about committee responsibilities or activities, please contact a member of the
Nominating Committee: Sandy Gammons, Susan Sennello, or Jerry King.

Here are some activity resources while at home complying with social distancing:
https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/48_2-etf-intercultural-training-withfilms.pdf
https://www.imdb.com/list/ls021754505/
Family friendly movies:
https://www.incultureparent.com/2019/01/20-diverse-family-movies-for-family-movie-night/
Websites with lists of books for children and adults to gain new insight into different cultures:
Book list for children:
https://ccbc.education.wisc.edu/books/detailListBooks.asp?idBookLists=42
https://coloursofus.com/the-50-best-multicultural-picture-books-of-2019/
Book list for adults:
https://offtheshelf.com/2015/09/10-cross-cultural-novels-that-illuminate-the-world-we-live-in/
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/cross-cultural
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The Davis Family watching the livestreamed worship service.
Planned Giving
That’s the name that has come to be associated with gifts to your church or other charity
that happen after your lifetime. Simply put, you plan now, for a gift that will occur later. In our
church, we recognize those who have declared they have arranged for a planned gift by
receiving them as members of the Deacon Roger Sherman Society.
There are many ways to make a planned gift, and depending on your unique
circumstances, some methods are better for you and for the church than others. Contact
the Church Office for more details. The simplest and most direct way to make a planned gift
is to include the church as a beneficiary on your life insurance policy. Your insurance agent
can guide you on the specific forms and options available from your insurance company.
Just tell them you want to add a beneficiary; the agent will take it from there.
When you have arranged your planned gift, be sure to let our Pastor know – no details, just
that you made arrangements – so we can appropriately recognize your generosity. For your
convenience, you may use the form below.

                 
_______________________________________________________________________

THE DEACON ROGER SHERMAN SOCIETY
A gift to First Congregational Church of New Milford is in my (our) estate plans.


Yes!

Please count me (us) as a Member of The Deacon Roger Sherman Society.

__________________________________________________________
Please Print Name(s) as you would like them to appear on recognition documents
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Remembrance Sunday, May 24

Book of Remembrance: Memorials given to the Book of Remembrance by our church family
and friends will be dedicated in memory of those dearest to their hearts. Contributions are
put into a special fund and are used to enhance the beauty of the church and its spiritual
ministry. Donations may be sent in any time of the year to the church office, in care of the
Book of Remembrance. Those gifts received later than May 3 will be dedicated in
November.
A Russell Ayre Scholarship: With your generous support we are able to offer financial
assistance to deserving college students. Donations of any size may be sent in any time of
the year to the church office, in care of the Scholarship Committee. Please indicate who
your gift is in memory/honor of, as well as to whom an acknowledgement should be sent.
Those gifts received later than May 3 will be dedicated in November.
Please make check payable to: The First Congregational Church
Memo: Book of Remembrance OR A. Russell Aye Scholarship
(Note: A. Russell Ayre Scholarship and Book of Remembrance are separate checking accounts.)

Baby Bundles

The Baby Bundles program is continuing to assist families in our local area
at this difficult time.
We have altered our distribution process to follow the
current recommendations for safety. We are also coordinating with Social Services
to offer support to the increasing number of families struggling with a loss of
employment and the ability to provide basic necessities for their children.
We want to thank all of you who have continued to bring in diapers and wipes
and send in monetary donations.
People can drop off their Baby Bundle items
at
the
side
door
anytime
between
10am
and
11am
on
Sunday,
or by appointment with Becky Passero at cedirector@nmchurch.org.
Jan McCarthy, Chair
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Grad Party
The church will be taking the rotunda area for the grad party again this year. We are looking
for help with building and decorating over the next few months. We are also looking for help
setting up on June 19, working the grad party on June 20 from 9pm – 3am, and clean up on
June 21. If you are interested in helping in any way, let Nicole know.

In Loving Memory:
Jan Sansom

March 20, 2020

Website
More information is now available on the church website, www.nmchurch.org. You will find
updated announcements, the weekly bulletin for the service (usually available on Friday
before the service), and the link to the livestream. You can also find email links to staff. Be
sure to check this site often.

Steeple
We hope that everyone enjoys the convenience of having our newsletter available online.
This saves hundreds of dollars in the church budget, as well as helping our environment by
using less paper, ink and other precious resources. Hard copies will be available in the back
of the Sanctuary, side entrance of church and in the Parish House hallway. Please contact
Nicole Henderson at the church office if you need to make different arrangements. Articles
and news for the Summer issue, covering June, July, and August, should be sent to Jan
Wittmann (steeple@nmchurch.org) by Monday, May 18 for inclusion.

Notices for the Sunday Bulletin Parish Notes
are due to Nicole Henderson by Tuesday
nhenderson@nmchurch.org
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Christian Education
April brought a change to the church school program that had never been seen before. No
in-person church school. Thank goodness for modern technology, as I was able to create
and email weekly lessons and activities our church school families. Creation, The Rainbow,
The 10 Plagues of Egypt/Passover and Palm Sunday. Using the availability of of Live-stream
camera in the sanctuary and Facebook Live, I took these lessons live each Monday at 12:00
noon with the help of John Wittmann and my daughter, Amy. I’ve had fun finding the props
and being creative in relaying these special stories from the Bible, especially using my special
“Action Figure Jesus.” During Holy Week, I created Holy Week Grab and Go bags for those
church school families that were interested. Each bag contained an activity for each day
associated with a scripture reading. Photos below are from those families.
Confirmation Class held an online video class April 18 th. This was their last class, Prayer and
Meditation. The Confirmation Service was to be held May 3 rd. That will not happen - it will
most likely be postponded to the fall.
It is uncertain when things will go back to “normal,” so this is how church school will proceed.
I hope to hold a Zoom-like youth group meeting at somepoint. A lot of coordinating is
involved but it would be worth it.
Please check out my weekly Live-stream lessons every Monday at noon. Also, check the
next few pages for coloring and activity sheets that should appeal to ALL ages.
Much love and Peace to you all,
Becky Passero
Christian Education Director

Georgia and Christian making “stained glass” pictures
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