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This issue of The Steeple covers the months of June, July, and August. As the
restrictions imposed to curtail the spread of Covid-19 are eased, please watch your
email for Constant Contact updates about church services and activities. The Board
of Deacons publishes a Constant Contact e-mail newsletter periodically to the
congregation. If you do not currently receive this and would like to, please e-mail
news@nmchurch.org to be added to the mailing list, or call the church office with
your updated e-mail address.
As we go to print, regular services and events have been postponed or cancelled, as
we all keep a safe distance. Many members of the congregation and community
have been watching our live-streamed 10am Sunday worship services. Since the
onset of the pandemic, the addition of broadcasts from the pulpit with words of
comfort and assurance weekdays at noon have also gained a faithful audience.
Presently, Rev. Day is speaking on Wednesdays, Christian Education Director Becky
Passero is providing a children’s message on Mondays, and several lay readers will
take turns the other days.

Your continued support for our church is critical while attendance at services is
restricted due to COVID-19. Please visit the main page of the church web site and
click, “Donate to the Church!” to find out how you can keep your regular pledge or
donation to the church current.

Please see the link below to review guidelines for community/faith organizations regarding
COVID-19. You can also visit the CDC website for updates.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/guidancecommunity-faith-organizations.html

Anyone wishing to submit a prayer request
during the week, or to alert the pastor to a
need is asked to call the church office at 860354-8232. We have an answering service, so
you can call at your convenience, anytime
day or night.

Pastor’s Page
On Remembrance Sunday, our opening hymn was the powerful "God of Grace and God of
Glory." It's number 464 in the Chalice Hymnal. The author is the Rev. Harry Emerson Fosdick. In
1903 he was ordained as a Baptist minister. John D. Rockefeller recognized his talent and
asked him to serve as pastor of Park Avenue Baptist Church in New York City. Fosdick
declined the invitation, considering the church to be too swank and Rockefeller too wealthy.
Rockefeller did not give up, as noted in a passage in Ron Chernow's Titan:The Life of John D.
Rockefeller, Sr. The two men reached an agreement and Fosdick became the first minister of
the new church built at the edge of Harlem in more modest surroundings and financed by
Rockefeller, The Riverside Church, which has relationships with both the American Baptist and
United Church of Christ denominations.
Fosdick wrote "God of Grace and God of Glory" to be sung at the opening service at
Riverside. The hymn is actually a prayer for God to bestow power upon the church as well as
wisdom and courage "for the facing of this hour." The hour they were facing was the Great
Depression.
The hour we are facing is the great Covid-19 pandemic. I pray that the words of this beloved
hymn will have new meaning for us as we ask God to grant us wisdom and courage for the
living of these days in 2020.
God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your power;
crown your ancient church's story; bring its bud to glorious flower.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the facing of this hour,
for the facing of this hour.
Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn the Christ, assail his ways!
From the fears that long have bound us free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the living of these days,
for the living of these days.
Cure your children's warring madness; bend our pride to your control;
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, lest we miss your kingdom's goal,
lest we miss your kingdom's goal.
Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore;
let the gift of your salvation be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving you whom we adore,
serving you whom we adore.
Grace and peace,
Rev. R. Randy Day

Meetinghouse Restoration Committee and Board of Trustees
By the time you’re reading this, we will be hopefully going through multiple bids for repairing
the roof. While the MRC has been deeply involved with the process, I’m guessing that there’s
not a general knowledge of what’s going to happen next. Here are the accomplishments to
date and what we anticipate over the summer, followed by the published Invitation to Bid.



















Because of the pandemic and the possibility of construction projects being shelved by
executive order of the governor, which had taken place in other states in the
Northeast, our project was delayed.
We held a very successful “ Virtual, Mandatory, Pre-Bid Meeting” in Microsoft Teams
format, and ten contractor firms attended from Lower Westchester County, Upstate
Connecticut, and local and neighboring towns.
We then held unescorted “Social Distancing” tours of the church and the project
without answering any questions. A big thank you to Bill Jackson for helping
coordinate and proctor the tours. Only one contracting company was allowed in at a
time, in 45 minute slots, over two days. All proper PPE (masks and gloves) was used.
Tours were followed by a virtual Q&A session that lasted just over an hour. The reason
for this assembly of all of the contractors was to be certain that everyone received the
same information.
The following Tuesday and Wednesday were opportunities for a second building tour
and this time it was for 1 hour. Several firms to advantage of the offer.
The next step was to answer follow-up questions, and a total of four addenda were
prepared and shared with the firms and uploaded to the church website. You can
find all of the documentation at https://nmchurch.org/roofproject/
Then on Friday, May 29, a bid opening will take place in the church and in front of the
livestreaming camera. Our project budget is the range of $500,000 to $700,000 and
while writing this report, I’m optimistic that we’ll receive bids in that range based on
the contractor’s knowledge of that amount and their continued interest. As of May 23,
only 2 firms have dropped out due to full workloads. That’s quite encouraging.
Because we applied for and will receive Connecticut State funds of $100,000, we must
select the lowest “qualified” bidder and the State has the final say before we can go
to contract. My plan is to personally deliver the documentation to the extremely
helpful executive in Hartford who has been with us since the inception of our grant
application.
Once the contract is signed, the selected contractor can begin ordering material and
put in motion the construction schedule. The Deacons and other church leaders are
working out the details for how Sunday services will be managed since we’ll not be
able to meet in the sanctuary and also have no access to the livestream camera.
I have great expectations that you’ll be hearing saws and drills humming along and
seeing contractor vehicles in our parking lot into the fall. I’ll be updating the
congregation throughout the upcoming months.

So, now that you’re up-to-date on the flurry of activity, here’s the “Invitation to Bid” and
remember that you can read all of the documents, including drawings and specification at
https://nmchurch.org/roofproject/

Invitation to Bid
Roof Repairs
First Congregational Church
36 Main Street, New Milford, CT 06776
Revised May 5, 2020
The owners of First Congregational Church, 36 Main Street, New Milford, CT 06776 will receive bids
in triplicate on or before Friday, May 29, 2020 at 12:00PM to John Wittmann, Meetinghouse
Restoration Committee, at 1 Brentwood Road, New Milford, CT 06776. All sealed bids must be
received within the proper date and time. Bids received after the posted cutoff date and time will not be
accepted or opened. Bidders may be present at the opening of bids on May 29, 2020 at 3:30PM at the
First Congregational Church, 36 Main Street, New Milford, CT 06776. If social distancing measures
are still in place, a link to a virtual meeting will be posted and notified as an alternative.
Bids will be received for furnishing all labor, materials, tools and equipment necessary to repair the
roof, in accordance with the scope of work included. Bid documents, including plans and
specifications, are available for download at http://www.nmchurch.org/roofproject/.
There will be a mandatory “Virtual” pre-bid meeting at 8:00 AM on Monday, May 11, 2020. The
meeting will include a virtual walkthrough of the site and a review of all of the contract documents. All
potential bidders will then have the opportunity to individually visit the site and walk through the
building throughout the day on May 11, 2020 and early morning May 12, 2020 in scheduled intervals.
Visitation time slots and virtual meeting links will be provided via email. Commencing at 10:00 AM
on May 12, 2020, there will be a “Virtual” question and answer session with the project engineer.
The last day for project and bid document questions is Thursday, May 21, 2020 by 10:00AM and the
last addenda will be available on our website at http://www.nmchurch.org/roofproject/ on Monday,
May 25, 2020 by 5:00PM.
The above-mentioned owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to waive any informalities
in bidding. All Bid Documents must be completely filled in when submitting. Any incomplete bids
will be disqualified. No bid shall be withdrawn for a period of ninety (90) days subsequent to the
opening of bids or until the next workday immediately following said period, if such period ends on a
weekend or State holiday, without the consent of the abovementioned Owner.
Partial funding for this project is provided by Connecticut’s Historic Restoration Fund, which is
funded by the Connecticut Community Investment Act and administered by the Connecticut State
Historic Preservation Office (CT SHPO) within the Department of Economic and Community
Development. All work must meet the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of
Historic Properties and be approved by the CT SHPO.
The successful bidder should have demonstrated experience with historic preservation, restoration and
rehabilitation work. Please include your experience with historic preservation work with your bid. All
work must meet the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and
be approved by the Department of Economic and Community Development, State Historic
Preservation Office (Bid Documents Attachment 1).

(continued)

The successful bidder along with the subcontractors shall make a good faith effort, to the greatest
extent feasible, that they employ and contract small and minority contractors as defined by the State of
Connecticut with regards to small and minority business enterprises. In compliance with the State of
Connecticut regulations, the bidder must be an affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer.
Minority/Women’s business Enterprises are encouraged to apply.
All Bidders must complete and return the Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities (CHRO)
(Included in Bid Documents).







Required Documents in Bid Package:
Proposed scope of work
Several references for previous historic preservation projects
Line item budget and total estimated cost
Proposed construction schedule
CHRO Contract Compliance Regulations Notification to Bidders
5% Bid Bond
John Wittmann
Chair, Board of Trustees;
Member, MRC

Deacon’s Bench
Dear Church Family and Friends,
The Board of Deacons wanted to let everyone know that we have extended Reverend
Wall’s leave of absence through June 30 th. While Reverend Wall was excited to return, she
feels it’s best to exercise caution and not return to the Sanctuary and Church Offices at this
time. We are excited that Shannon has agreed to return in a part-time capacity to focus on
additional Call to Care efforts for the Congregation. Don’t be surprised if she happens to
reach out to you.
We are grateful that Reverend Day has accepted our offer to extend his time with us. He will
continue to lead Sunday services and provide overall spiritual guidance to the
Congregation. The Deacons truly appreciate Randy’s willingness to adapt to extraordinary
circumstances and his dedication to serving our community.
As we are all learning a new normal and the world around us continues to change, the
Deacons remain committed to periodically re-evaluate circumstances and how best to
serve
the
needs
of
the
Congregation.
Please
feel
free
to
comment
at FCCDeacons@nmchurch.org.
Blessings to all.
The Board of Deacons

Lawn Mowing Sign-up
The Trustees have asked for volunteers to mow our very limited lawn area each
weekend
from
April
through
October.
Please
email
Nicole
at
nhenderson@nmchurch.org with dates you are able to volunteer. Volunteers will be
sent a reminder of the date they have chosen. Thank you for helping to keep our
church grounds inviting!

Music Committee
We thank the volunteers who sing each Sunday. Thanks also to Sarah Fay for playing
the organ and piano, and for directing the music each week.
Dave Elmore, Chair

Church Directory
Our church directory is available to view on any web browser! Instant Church Directory
— the program we use to build our church directory — has a free website for church
members to view our directory online.
To view the directory online, go to
https://members.inttantchurchdirectory.com. You will be asked to enter in your email
address as it's listed in our directory. If your email address isn't listed in the directory, let
news@nmchurch.org know so it can be added.
The first time, click on the “Create a login now” under the Sign In button. Enter your
email address and set up a password to be sent an email confirmation. Click on the link
inside that email to confirm your email and log in with the password you just created.

BIBLE EMERGENCY NUMBERS
QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE
Upset…………… John 14
Weak…………… Psalm 18: 1-29
Lonely…………… Psalm 23
Sinned…………… Psalm 51
Worried…………… Matthew 8: 19-31
Anxious…………... Philippians 4: 4-9
Unhappy………….. Colossians 3: 12-17
In danger………….. Psalm 91
Depressed………….. Psalm 27
Lack of Faith………….. Exodus 14
Need Courage………….. Joshua 1
Struggling with Loss………….. Luke 15
Available 24/7

Phone Service Not Required

DIRECT ALL PETITIONS HEAVENWARD

Investment Committee
While the investments are down considerably since the start of the year, the endowment
fund has gained back more than 2% in April. The investment environment is still uncertain
because of the pandemic.
Dave Elmore, Chair

Baccalaureate Sunday
The office would like to have the name of anyone in your family who will be graduating with
high school, college, or advanced degrees. Please send their names, schools, and degrees
to Nicole at nhenderson@nmchurch.org by June 9.

Thanks to Serf, who has cut back on his
cleaning schedule, but still makes time to
check on our buildings during the week.

Grad Party
The Grad Party has been canceled, but the board is looking for ways to do something for
graduating seniors. If you are interested in being part of that, please email Nicole.

Website
More information is now available on the church website, www.nmchurch.org. You will find
updated announcements, the weekly bulletin for the service (usually available on Friday
before the service), and the link to the livestream. You can also find email links to staff. Be
sure to check this site often.

In Loving Memory:
Mary H. Roberts

April 11, 2020
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Remembrance Sunday, May 24

Memorials given to the Book of Remembrance by our church family and friends were
dedicated in memory of those dearest to their hearts. Contributions are put into a special
fund and are used to enhance the beauty of the church and its spiritual ministry. With your
generous support of the A. Russell Ayre Scholarship Fund, we are able to offer financial
assistance to deserving college students.

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE
In Loving Memory of:

Given by:

Carol J. B. Barnhart
William (Bill) Barnhart
Raymond C. & Geraldine Bostwick
Raymond W. & Florence B. Bostwick
Homer & Harriet Buckingham
Vi (Elvira) & Clarence Burden
Clifford C. Chapin
Glenn S. Curtiss
Rutledge W. Curtiss
Margie & John Farrelly
Agnes & Sam Knowles
Ethel Kranepool
Betty & Roger Lockwood
E. Roy & Ethel B. Marsh
Emma McKittrick
Chris Murphy
Mary Hibbard Roberts
Earle W. & Jeanne B. Robison
John B. Roger
Jan McQueen Sansom
Lillian E. Strain
John Strain
Rev. Donald Westerberg
Janet Young

Charlotte Bostwick
Charlotte Bostwick
Charlotte Bostwick
Charlotte Bostwick
Charlotte Bostwick
Doris Curtiss
Sally Spring Rinehart
Doris Curtiss
Doris Curtiss
Barbara McGiver
Barbara McGiver
Barbara McGiver
Barbara McGiver
Charlotte Bostwick
Barbara McGiver
Janet & Steven McCarthy
Charlotte Bostwick
Charlotte Bostwick
Charlotte Bostwick
Charlotte Bostwick
Barbara McGiver
Barbara McGiver
Bonnie Westerberg
Barbara McIver

A.RUSSELL AYRE SCHOLARSHIP REMEMBRANCE
In Loving Memory of:

Given by:

Jan Sansom
LindaTucker

Jan & Steve McCarthy
Tom Tucker

In Loving Memory of:

Given by:

Toky VanAsch VanWyck
The Wells Family

Maurits & Martin VanAsch VanWyck
Fred & Marion Warman
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Nominating Committee
Volunteers keep the church wheels turning! Committee terms normally end in June, but
those due to expire will be extended slightly this year, due to the postponement of our Spring
Meeting. Some slots have been filled, but we are still looking to fill upcoming vacancies on
the following committees:
Fellowship
Nominating
Audit
Stewardship
Investments
Ushers
Please prayerfully consider your gifts and talents, and volunteer. A slate of new committee
members will be presented for approval at the rescheduled Spring Meeting. If you have any
questions about committee responsibilities or activities, please contact a member of the
Nominating Committee: Sandy Gammons, Susan Sennello, or Jerry King.

Baby Bundles

The Baby Bundles program is continuing to assist families in our local area
at this difficult time.
We have altered our distribution process to follow the
current recommendations for safety. We are also coordinating with Social Services
to offer support to the increasing number of families struggling with a loss of
employment and the ability to provide basic necessities for their children.
We want to thank all of you who have continued to bring in diapers and wipes
and send in monetary donations.
People can drop off their Baby Bundle items
at
the
side
door
anytime
between
10am
and
11am
on
Sunday,
or by appointment with Becky Passero at cedirector@nmchurch.org.
Jan McCarthy, Chair
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Planned Giving
That’s the name that has come to be associated with gifts to your church or other charity
that happen after your lifetime. Simply put, you plan now, for a gift that will occur later. In our
church, we recognize those who have declared they have arranged for a planned gift by
receiving them as members of the Deacon Roger Sherman Society.
There are many ways to make a planned gift, and depending on your unique
circumstances, some methods are better for you and for the church than others. Contact
the Church Office for more details. The simplest and most direct way to make a planned gift
is to include the church as a beneficiary on your life insurance policy. Your insurance agent
can guide you on the specific forms and options available from your insurance company.
Just tell them you want to add a beneficiary; the agent will take it from there.
When you have arranged your planned gift, be sure to let our Pastor know – no details, just
that you made arrangements – so we can appropriately recognize your generosity. For your
convenience, you may use the form below.

                 
_______________________________________________________________________

THE DEACON ROGER SHERMAN SOCIETY
A gift to First Congregational Church of New Milford is in my (our) estate plans.


Yes!

Please count me (us) as a Member of The Deacon Roger Sherman Society.

__________________________________________________________
Please Print Name(s) as you would like them to appear on recognition documents



 

    

      

  



Notices for the Sunday Bulletin Parish Notes
are due to Nicole Henderson by Tuesday
nhenderson@nmchurch.org

Chapel Stitchers - Please check Constant Contact for updates!
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PHOTO GALLERY

Masks made by member Monica Hruska

View from the pulpit

14

15

