The Steeple

September 2020

Acting Pastor – Reverend Shannon Wall – revwall@nmchurch.org
Extended Supply Minister – Reverend R. Randy Day – revday@nmchurch.org
Music Director – Sarah Fay – musicdirector@nmchurch.org
Manager of Church Operations – Nicole Henderson – nhenderson@nmchurch.org
Bell Choir Director – Sarah Albright – bells@nmchurch.org
Director of Christian Education– Becky Passero – cedirector@nmchurch.org
Moderator – Susan Chapin – moderator@nmchurch.org
Vice Moderator – Joan Vill – vicemoderator@nmchurch.org
Treasurer – Evelyn LeCates – treasurer@nmchurch.org
Recording Secretary – Pete DelMastro – secretary@nmchurch.org
Financial Secretary – Katie McKay – financial@nmchurch.org
Room Manager – Mike Bensema – roommgr@nmchurch.org
Steeple Editor – Janet Wittmann – steeple@nmchurch.org
Office Hours: By Arrangement
Office Phone: 860.354.8232
Fax Line: 860.354.4327
E-mail: church@nmchurch.org
Web site: www.nmchurch.org

As the restrictions imposed to curtail the spread of Covid-19 are eased, please watch
your email for Constant Contact updates about church services and activities. The
Board of Deacons publishes a Constant Contact e-mail newsletter periodically to the
congregation. If you do not currently receive this and would like to, please e-mail
news@nmchurch.org to be added to the mailing list, or call the church office with
your updated e-mail address.
Regular services and events continue to be postponed or cancelled, as we all keep
a safe distance. Many members of the congregation and community have been
watching our 10am Sunday worship services live-streamed from the Taylor Room.
Your continued support for our church is critical while attendance at services is
restricted due to COVID-19. Please visit the main page of the church web site and
click, “Donate to the Church!” to find out how you can keep your regular pledge or
donation to the church current.
Please see the link below to review guidelines for community/faith organizations regarding
COVID-19. Please visit the CDC website for updates; information can also be found by
dialing 2-1-1.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/guidancecommunity-faith-organizations.html

Pastor’s Page
What tremendous excitement we had when leaders of our historic church gathered in the
church parking lot to witness the removal of the aging, original chestnut truss from the roof of
our church, and then to look up toward the heavens as a giant crane lifted and then
superbly lowered the new steel beam into place! The excellent news coverage has given
you the details.
I was honored when Doris Papp asked me to say a prayer prior to this long-awaited event. I
mentioned the Cedars of Lebanon being used in the construction of the Temple in
Jerusalem. The Bible tells us that King David had a vision of building a temple there for
worship and to house the Ark of the Covenant. The actual construction fell to his son, King
Solomon. While most of the new temple was constructed of stone, there was critical need for
strong timber. In I Kings 5:6 we read: "Now therefore command that they cut me cedar trees
out of Lebanon." Thus, he procured what was needed from their northern neighbor. The
famous cedars are mentioned 103 times in the Bible.
As we sail into September and our fall routines, I ask of each of you this pastoral question:
how are the structural beams of your spiritual life? Splendid? Somewhat leaky? Poorly
maintained and in danger of collapse? Time for inspection? Time for intervention?
I would not be in the least bit shocked were you to tell me that a self-inspection revealed
frustration/sadness
over
the
multiple,
continuing challenges
arising
from
the
coronavirus pandemic. Going back to school, to name one, comes immediately to mind.
Parents, students, teachers and staff face academic, medical and ethical questions never
before encountered at the opening of schools and universities.
As we have said from the pulpit, we will get through all of this. We are not alone, First
Congregational has a deep sense of community and that fortifies so many of us. God is
totally invested in our spiritual structural beams. The same God who gave David a vision and
granted Solomon executive skills watches over each of us, day in and day out. Continue to
worship with us weekly, pray with passion, read your Bible, and you are more than welcome
to contact me to chat about any spiritual questions.
I love Psalm 92:12: "The righteous flourish like the palm tree and grow like a cedar in
Lebanon.” May it be so for each of you and all of your family members.
Grace and peace,
Rev. R. Randy Day

Anyone wishing to submit a prayer request during the week, or to alert the pastor to a need is
asked to call the church office at 860-354-8232.

Deacon’s Bench
What an exciting time for our Church! A time of new things. As of this week we have a new
truss supporting our roof, an important milestone in the repairs to our church building and the
removal of the steel inside the Sanctuary. Thankfully, we have been able to hold virtual
services from the Taylor Room during construction. This is a time of new Deacons as well! We
welcome Jan McCarthy and Jen Albright to our Board. Both have been members of the
church for many years and both have served on a number of other committees and groups
helping the church and the community. We are privileged to have them join us to share their
wisdom and experience.
Having virtual services may not seem as “new” as it did when we first started in March, but it
still feels odd. I have been able to attend some of the services as part of my Deacon duties. I
am so grateful to Reverend Day and Sarah Fay for keeping the services going in a way that is
familiar. It just feels strange without the Congregation and the Choir. I imagine everyone
singing the hymns at home and reciting the Lord’s Prayer, but it is not the same. I long for a
time when we can all worship together again as we used to. Sadly, it looks as though that
time is a long way off. In the meantime we may be able to have a kind of hybrid service,
which offers a safe environment in the church for those that want to attend in-person and
Live Stream viewing (live and playback) for those who want to attend virtually. Of course, we
offered both options to the Congregation before but now in the pandemic in-person services
would have to be done a new way. And that is bound to feel very odd. It is almost
overwhelming to even think about conducting in-person services in this time of the
pandemic but there is a wealth of guidance available to us to help us figure out how to do it
safely. The Deacons are starting to look at all of it and to consider what approaches to
recommend for our Church. We welcome your thoughts (and prayers too).
With Blessings from the Deacons,
Pam Cafiero

Meetinghouse Restoration Committee
This was a momentous month for our
church, and the work of restoring our
Meetinghouse. On Thursday, August 13th
the new steel roof truss was installed! The
truss is the centerpiece of our eight years
of fundraising, and should last us another
300 years! Now the replacement of the
entire roof has begun - which will include
new soffits, fascia, and ventilation.
What else? The face of the church has
been scraped, lead–encapsulated and
repainted. Our church will not only be
structurally sound, but eye-catchingly
beautiful to all in town!
What’s next? We will be working to remove
the steel supports inside, repair the plaster
above the supports, and painting.
We can’t wait to share the progress in the
next Steeple!
Dan Martin, Chair

Lawn Mowing Sign-up
We are still looking for volunteers to mow our very limited lawn area each weekend from April
through October. Please email Nicole at nhenderson@nmchurch.org with dates you are
able to volunteer. Volunteers will be sent a reminder of the date they have chosen. Thank
you for helping to keep our church grounds inviting!

Music Committee
Sarah Fay continues to provide wonderful music each week. In addition, she and Chris are
working on a new “virtual choir” video which will be completed in early September. Sarah is
the only performer for Sunday worship from the Taylor Room since singing is a “super
spreader” activity.
Dave Elmore, Chair

Church Directory
Our church directory is available to view on any web browser! Instant Church Directory — the
program we use to build our church directory — has a free website for church members to
view our directory online. You will be asked to enter in your email address as it's listed in our
directory. If your email address isn't listed in the directory, let news@nmchurch.org know so it
can be added.
The first time, click on the “Create a login now” under the Sign In button. Enter your email
address and set up a password to be sent an email confirmation. Click on the link inside that
email to confirm your email and log in with the password you just created.

Investment Committee
The church’s investments are continuing to rise with the overall stock market. As of July
month-end the invested accounts - not including maintenance/RTR - have recovered almost
94% of their value at the beginning of the year. It is hoped that there are no major surprises
which would affect the stock market negatively. The Maintenance/RTR account is now
being drawn down to pay the contractor on the roof project.
Dave Elmore, Chair

Rev. R. Randy Day’s
Recommended Reading

Remembering the titles and authors of books referenced while listening to a sermon isn’t
easy. Here are two lists: the first is of recent sermons and the books that were highlighted
during each; the second contains a variety of “good reads”.
Sermons
February 9 - Our American Moses
 Bound the Promised Land: Harriett Tubman by Kate Clifford Larson
 Sojourner Truth: A Life, A Symbol by Nell Irvin Painter
 Letters on American Slavery by Rev. John Rankin
February 16 - The Golden Pitcher
 Frederick Douglass: Prophet of Freedom by David W. Blight
 Tales of Old New Milford: Slavery, Crime and Punishment by Michael-John Cavallaro
 Lincoln at Gettysburg: The Words That Remade America by Garry Wills
 Lincoln: An Illustrated Biography by Philip B. Kunhardt, Jr.
 Lincoln by David Herbert Donald
 The Civil War: A Visual History published by Smithsonian
March 8 - Our Struggle with Fear
 Life on the Mississippi by Mark Twain
 Mark Twain: An Illustrated Biography by Geoffrey C. Ward
March 15 - Storm on the Sea of Galilee
 Rembrandt Paintings by Horst Gerson
 Flood Gate by Sue Nilson Kibbey
March 22 - Off the Map
 Canoeing the Mountains: Christian Leadership in Unchartered Territory by Tod Bolsinger
March 29 - Unbind Him
 Mountains Beyond Mountains by Tracy Kidder
 Pathologies of Power: Health, Human Rights, and the New War on the Poor by Paul
Farmer
 A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith
 Epidemics and History: Disease, Power and Imperialism by Sheldon Watts
( continued )
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April 5 - In Turmoil
 The Hope of Glory: Reflections on the Last Words of Jesus from the Cross by Jon
Meacham
April 19 - My Lord and My God
 I know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Toni Morrison
May 17 - Gentleness and Reverence
 How Not To Die:Discover Foods Scientifically Proven to Prevent and Reverse Disease by
Michael Greger, MD
 The China Study: Most Comprehensive Study of Nutrition by T. Colin Campbell
May 24 - The Only True God
 Grant by Ron Chernow
 The Man Who Saved the Union by H. W. Brands
 Grant by Jean Edward Smith
May 31 - Rivers of Living Water
 Roger Sherman: Signer and Statesman by Roger Sherman Boardman
 Roger Sherman's Connecticut: Yankee Politics and the American Revolution by
Christopher Collier
June 7 - The Truth Shall Make Us Free
 The Soul of America: The Battle for Our Better Angels by Jon Meacham
 From the UCC Curriculum: White Privilege: Let's Talk. Resouce for Transformational
Dialogue
June 28 - 1776
 1776 by David McCullough
 White Fragility: Why It's So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism by Robin
Diangelo
 How To Be An Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi
July 5 - Rest for Your Souls
 You Never Forget Your First: A Biography of George Washington by Alexis Coe
 John Adams by David McCullough
 George Washington: Soldier and Man by North Callahan
July 12 - Good Soil
 Why Birds Matter, The Year of the Bird from National Geographic, January 2018
July 26 - Nor Anything Else
 Gracias!: A Latin American Journal by Henri Nouwen
 New York TImes Magazine: Climate Issue, July 26, 2020
August 2 - Incline Your Ear To Me
 Stopping Pandemics from National Geographic, August 2020
( continued )
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August 9 - Shed No Blood
 Tears in the Darkness: The Story of the Bataan Death March by Michael Norman
 From Beirut to Jerusalem by Thomas Friedman
August 23 - God Without a Grudge
 The Life of Emily Dickinson by Richard S. Sewall
 Deeds Not Words: The Story of Women's Rights - Then and Now by Helen Pankhurst
August 30 - Moses and the Mud
 Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson

Additional Books
A History of God by Karen Armstrong
Jerusalem, One City, Three Faiths by Karen Armstrong
The Historical Jesus by John Dominic Crossan
Francis of Assisi by Adrian House
African Americans and Africa by Nemata Blyden
Twelve Years a Slave by Soloman Northup
The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration by Isabel Wilkerson
A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court by Mark Twain
Seven Pillars of Wisdom by T.E. Lawrence
The Age of Sustainable Development by Jeffrey D. Sachs
And the Sea is Never Full—Memoirs by Elie Wiesel
Palestine Peace Not Apartheid by Jimmy Carter
Reaching for Rainbows by Ann Weems
The Second Mountain: The Quest for a Moral Life by David Brooks
The Works of Flavius Josephus translated by William Whiston
Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln by Doris Kearns Goodwin
The Reformation: A History by Diarmaid MacCulloch
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Room Rentals
The past few months have had a large impact on the room rental operations of the church.
Many events have been cancelled and we had to close the Parish House and church
building to our occasional renters. Our income has not dropped as much as feared due to
our long term renters remaining and still being able to pay their rent.
This fall will see a number of changes. We are still working out the details, but we will be
implementing safety precautions in all of our buildings that include disinfection of the areas
being used, limiting the group sizes that can use our buildings, limiting the number of days
and times rooms can be used, and ensuring that State recommendations are being
followed. Once the details are finalized, I will send them out to the church members as well
as to the groups that have been using our space. We hope they all return, but given the
circumstances, it will probably be some time before we are back to normal. I will keep you
updated on the progress.
If you are interested in using the rooms, please contact me.
Mike Bensema
Room Rental Manager

10

Website
More information is now available on the church website, www.nmchurch.org You will find
updated announcements, the weekly bulletin for the service (usually available on Friday
before the service), and the link to the livestream. You can also find email links to staff. Be
sure to check this site often.
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Notices for the Sunday Bulletin Parish Notes
are due to Nicole Henderson by Tuesday
nhenderson@nmchurch.org

Social Concerns and Missions Committee
We have had a rich discussion as a committee, and in the last few Church Night meetings, to
consider becoming an Open and Affirming Church (ONA), and/or to pursue becoming a
Just Peace Church (JP). We have decided to begin the process for ONA. The key rationale
was that with COVID, our church building, and hopefully a new pastor, it would be too much
for the congregation to handle both options. In addition, the process for becoming ONA
actually might be easier than JP in this COVID-restricted meeting era. We also have a history
of supporting gay congregants and pastors. Finally, the consensus was that the work to
become a "Just Peace" church would be easier if we had a successful prior completion of
the ONA work.
Here is our action plan:
1. Order the ONA Starter Kit
2. Share those materials with the Social Concerns Committee for discussion
3. Present the recommended action plan to Church Night, and form a Core Team
4. Follow the process as prescribed
5. Present for an all-church vote
Dan Martin, Chair
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To all who have shared their musical
talent on Sundays.



To the Jackson Family for keeping
such good care of our flower
gardens and for helping with cleanup after the storm.

Pastoral Search Committee
The Search Committee has worked at a steady pace throughout the summer. We finished
the Church Profile which is posted with along with our Congregation Opportunity Form. As
you may recall, this form is our advertisement for the open pastor position. The posting went
live on July 21, and we began to immediately receive profiles. We have had a good
response considering that July and August are usually the slowest months for profiles. We can
expect that activity will pick up in the fall, and that we will continue to receive profiles at a
steady pace up until Thanksgiving. Rev. Ciba, Senior Regional Minister of the Southern New
England Conference, emphasized the importance of keeping our pipeline open until the
committee members agree upon a candidate to present to the congregation. Therefore, we
will keep the listing open until we have a signed call agreement with an authorized minister.
Our mock interview with a settled minister was on Tuesday, August 18. On August 25, we will
begin an in depth review of each profile. After reviewing a profile, the committee will decide
whether to move the candidate to the next step in the process. We will schedule an initial
interview with each candidate who seems to be a potential match for our church.
The Southern New England Church of Christ Conference vets each candidate before
accepting his/her profile. Remember the search process includes multiple interviews with
final candidates. We will need to check references and extensively explore the qualifications
and talents of a candidate prior to making a final determination. We will host a candidate
weekend with several opportunities for the congregation to meet our prospective pastor. The
weekend will culminate with a worship service lead by the candidate. There will be a church
vote. If the vote is affirmative, we will have a pastor. Our prospective pastor will need to give
notice of his/her resignation. The pandemic may necessitate virtual meetings and interviews,
as well as a livestream worship service.
If you have questions, please contact Doris Papp by phone (203.770.3392) or by email
(pappducc4@gmail.com). To be fair to each candidate our committee is bound to
confidentiality, meaning we communicate what needs to be known to whom needs to know
when they need to know. The most time-consuming part of the search is over, but we must
do a thorough, careful search to find the right pastor for our church. Each of the committee
members asks for your prayers and patience.
Doris Papp
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Planned Giving
That’s the name that has come to be associated with gifts to your church or other charity
that happen after your lifetime. Simply put, you plan now, for a gift that will occur later. In our
church, we recognize those who have declared they have arranged for a planned gift by
receiving them as members of the Deacon Roger Sherman Society.
There are many ways to make a planned gift, and depending on your unique
circumstances, some methods are better for you and for the church than others. Contact
the Church Office for more details. The simplest and most direct way to make a planned gift
is to include the church as a beneficiary on your life insurance policy. Your insurance agent
can guide you on the specific forms and options available from your insurance company.
Just tell them you want to add a beneficiary; the agent will take it from there.
When you have arranged your planned gift, be sure to let our Pastor know – no details, just
that you made arrangements – so we can appropriately recognize your generosity. For your
convenience, you may use the form below.

                 
_______________________________________________________________________

THE DEACON ROGER SHERMAN SOCIETY
A gift to First Congregational Church of New Milford is in my (our) estate plans.


Yes!

Please count me (us) as a Member of The Deacon Roger Sherman Society.

__________________________________________________________
Please Print Name(s) as you would like them to appear on recognition documents
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Baby Bundles

Baby Bundles distribution has moved outdoors, and we have been lucky to have
beautiful weather on our distribution dates this summer. We have brought
our diapers, wipes and other baby items out to the Parish House front porch
to keep all those involved safer and still allow those we help to choose baby
items that the congregation and friends have donated.
We received a large donation of baby items from Deborah Rose and her family.
Many of the items have been shared with those in need and the other organizations
in our area that help families of infants and toddlers. We are grateful to Deborah and
her family and all the members of our congregation for their generous donations.
We continue to work closely with Social Services and the Nurse-Family Partnership,
a new program that is coordinated through the New Milford VNA.
Donations of diapers and wipes are always welcome. They can be dropped off at the
church office when it is open or you can call the office to arrange a time to drop them off.
Thank you for all the support you continue to provide.
Jan McCarthy, Chair

AmazonSmile
These days people are shopping online more than ever. If you are one of them, did you
know that as you make online purchases at Amazon you can support the church at the
same time? Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price - there is no additional cost,
and once signed up, the donation to the church is automatic.
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your
computer or mobile device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to
make it even easier to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile. You use the same
account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby
registry, and other account settings are also the same. On your first visit to AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), you need to select First Congregational Church, New Milford, CT to
receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Your selection will be
remembered, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in
a donation.
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Chapel Stitchers
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet on Sunday, September 13, 2020, the second Sunday of the
month. We will be outside in front of the church on the Town Green, weather permitting. Be
respectful of the pandemic protocols; please bring your own chair, your knitting/crocheting
project, sit 6 feet apart, and wear a mask. If you need yarn we will have a stash available.
During our time away many of the group have been busy with outside projects. We will love
to hear all about them at our meeting. Janet J. has been very busy making masks - to date
800+, Jan P. has been knitting prayer shawls, Evelyn has been reading, Leslie has been her
husband’s painter helper, Jen has been making items for her daughter’s wedding, and Holly
discovered her knitting days might be over (but please come visit us!).
All are welcome, from beginner to advanced stitchers. Our informal meetings are a great
place to relax, enjoy friendships, share experiences, and learn from some long time experts!
Join us as we gather for a time of faith and fellowship at 11:30am. If you need a shawl or
know someone who does, please call the church office or email Leslie Schlemmer at
news@nmchurch.org . Donations of yarn are always welcome.
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Christian Education
Church School: Church School will remain virtual until further notice. We encourage all
children to participate in church school. We are Live every Sunday via TEAMS. If you can’t
join us, a copy of the lesson will be emailed to you. To join us, or for more information, please
contact Becky at cedirector@nmchurch.org. Please feel free to send the link to friends and
family so they can join us each Sunday. You do not need to be a member of church school
program to participate.
Please visit the website nmchurch.org, for weekly Sunday worship service at 10am, and to
also check any updates posted to the Christian Education section. We are all working hard
to keep it up-to-date.
Attention 3rd Grade Parents! Your child will receive their Bible during the Worship Service on
Sunday, September 13, 2020. HOWEVER, this year, because of Covid, we will have to do
things a little differently: everything will be done virtually. Your child’s name will be
announced during the live-stream service and their picture will be displayed in front of the
camera. The Bibles will be blessed during the service, and your child’s Bible will be delivered
to your home that afternoon by Becky. Please email Becky a “headshot” picture of your
child by August 31st to cedirector@nmchurch.org. Having your child receiving their Bible as
soon as church school starts gives them the opportunity to start reading, learning, and using it
right away. Acolyte Training will be held at a later date when the church can safely be open
to all.
Youth Group/”No School” Field Trips: Please stayed tuned to your email and Facebook as
plans are in the works for youth group and our traditional “No School” field trips. All CDC
Covid guidelines and restrictions will apply to these events.
Becky Passero, Director
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