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As the restrictions imposed to curtail the spread of Covid-19 are eased, please watch 

your email for Constant Contact updates about church services and activities.  The 

Board of Deacons publishes a Constant Contact e-mail newsletter periodically to the 

congregation.  If you do not currently receive this and would like to, please e-mail 

news@nmchurch.org to be added to the mailing list, or call the church office with 

your updated e-mail address.   

 

Regular services and events continue to be postponed or cancelled, as we all keep 

a safe distance.  Many members of the congregation and community have been 

watching our 10am Sunday worship services live-streamed from our newly repaired 

sanctuary.  Find the link at www.nmchurch.org 

 

Your continued support for our church is critical while attendance at services is 

restricted due to COVID-19.  Please visit the main page of the church web site and 

click, “Donate to the Church!” to find out how you can keep your regular pledge or 

donation to the church current. 

 
Please see the link below to review guidelines for community/faith organizations regarding 

COVID-19.  Please visit the CDC website for updates; information can also be found by 

dialing 2-1-1. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/guidance-

community-faith-organizations.html 
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Pastor’s Page 

 

 
I couldn't wait to walk into our sanctuary for the first time after all of the 

construction equipment had been removed. My eyes were immediately drawn upward. Yes, 

the roof and ceiling were expertly repaired and the chandeliers were brighter than the sun, it 

seemed. These physical facts enhanced the spiritual feeling that swept over me. Yes, it's a 

jewel of a New England meeting house. Also, it has been, is and shall remain a sacred space, 

lifting our eyes and souls heavenward. 

 

When we hear the organ music once again, our spirits will really take flight! What hymn do 

you want to hear first?! My favorite verse of one of my favorite hymns is: 

     Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 

     Following our exalted Head, 

     Made like him, like him we rise, 

     Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 

Charles Wesley packed a theological summary of the Christian faith into this one verse of 

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today. 

 

Soar! What a perfect verb to describe the exhilaration of the Resurrection! Eagles and hawks 

soar high above the earth. Soaring is not to be confused with swooping, as in seagulls 

aggressively, loudly diving to snatch the unwrapped, unattended basket of fried clams from 

first-time Midwestern tourists on a Cape Cod beach.    

 

The architects and masters of the great cathedrals of Christendom have created soaring 

structures of stone to lift our eyes and souls toward the heavens. I love looking through those 

extra-large books on cathedrals and churches. In Notre-Dame De Paris:The History of France's 

Great Cathedrals by Richard and Clara Winston, I ran across this quote: 

     "Outside, to support his 110-foot-high vaulting, the master of work threw up a series 

     of flying buttresses...The sexpartite vaults...seemed to fling themselves toward 

     Heaven, as if to reproduce in stone the soaring ambitions of Philip Augustus." 

 

May our soaring visions of ministry here at First Congregational reach the heavens! May there 

be this fall of 2020 sacred winds under our congregational wings, guiding us to new heights of 

creative ministry during these troubled times. 

 

     We're Still Open! 

     Invite friends to join us! 

     Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 

Grace and peace, 

   Rev. R. Randy Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Anyone wishing to submit a prayer request during the week, or to alert the pastor to a need is 

asked to call the church office at 860-354-8232.   
 

 

 

 

Fall Meeting 

 
The Fall Meeting of the congregation, when we will vote on changes to our constitution and 

budget, will be held one Sunday this fall, after the worship service.  Please watch for the 

announcement of the date and place.  All members are encouraged to attend, and to 

participate in the governance of our church.  

 
 

 

 

Church Reopening 
 

In mid-August, a Reopening Committee was formed to plan and coordinate a safe way to 

return to in-person worship.  Working with our insurance representative, Emery & Webb, and 

closely following the guidelines set forth by both the CDC and the State of Connecticut, 

along with the Governor’s published guidelines for worship in indoor space, the team is 

creating guidelines to make sure we comply to the fullest extent possible, ensuring that all in-

person worship services will be healthy and safe.    

 

We are working toward an early November re-opening. The exact timing of in-person worship 

will depend on the phase of the State of Connecticut Reopen Plan and how quickly we can 

secure the supplies needed.  Please continue to stay tuned.    

 

 



Deacon’s Bench 

 

To our fellow congregants … I hereby solemnly promise you that better days are on the way!  

 

Let’s start by recognizing where we are: a worldwide pandemic causing uneasiness in every 

community, large or small; a bruising political environment with a sure-to-be fiery election just 

weeks away; wildfires raging out west; cultural unrest throughout the country. 

 

Wow, that’s a lot to manage. 

 

But the news isn’t all bad (believe it or not). Here at home, our house of faith has just been 

restored to its former glory! Through the painstakingly hard work of some very dedicated 

volunteers, a supportive and quality-focused contractor, the enormous generosity of fellow 

congregants just like you, and a huge grant from the taxpayers of the State of Connecticut, 

our Sanctuary roof was repaired, the chandeliers have been beautifully overhauled and 

made to look just-like-new once again, the outside of our church has been cleaned of its 

thick coating of dirt and mildew, the facade has been beautifully restored and repainted, 

our steeple is lit with uniform, low energy lighting and more. In a world filled with misfortune, 

how incredibly fortunate are we to have this magnificent space, our committed and 

devoted church family and so much more? Praise God for the support He has bestowed on 

us. Praise God for believing in us as we have believed in Him. 

 

Take time to count the blessings, as they are numerous. Take time to count the struggles of 

the world, as they are equally as numerous — but take solace in knowing that our little corner 

of this crazy “new normal” world is being graciously taken care of by Him.  Oh, and take time 

to count the crystals on the Sanctuary chandeliers, too. 
 

With Blessings from the Deacons,  

Jason Davis 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Meetinghouse Restoration Committee 

 

 

 

On September 11th we received the wonderful news from John Wittmann that  

THE PROJECT IS COMPLETE! 

 
The steel is gone. The ceiling is repaired and painted. The carpets are cleaned. The brass and 

glass is shined. The worship space is restored to its full glory.  In addition to all of that, the 

exterior has been power washed and looks brand new!  It has been a long time since both 

the inside and the outside of the Meetinghouse have been this beautiful.  

 

Many people, over many years, made this happen. It is a testament to what this 

congregation can accomplish, and it should provide a level of confidence in our future.  

 

What is remaining? Now that the construction is done, the process and paperwork to receive 

our $100,000 grant from the State needs to be completed.  

 

We are also working on a way to celebrate this in a proper way, given the COVID restrictions. 

For the moment, we should give special thanks to John Wittmann for his tireless work on this 

project-especially this summer. Bill Jackson has also put countless hours this summer washing 

and painting. We also were blessed to have Lambert and Barr LLC as our contractor. The 

speed and quality of work were complemented by a genuine love and care for our 

Meetinghouse by the entire Lambert family.  

Dan Martin, Chair 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Music Committee 
 

Thanks again to Sarah Fay for providing wonderful music for our services during our time 

originating from the Taylor Room.  Due to the small size of the space it was decided that 

additional singers would not meet Covid-19 guidelines.  Since singing is considered a Covid-

19 super spreader activity, music activities have been limited. 

 

Sarah and Chris Fay produced another fabulous virtual choir video featuring the anthem 

“Unexpected Places.”  Thanks to them and the singers for participating.  It can be viewed on 

Facebook.  

Dave Elmore, Chair 
 

 

 

 

Church Directory  

 
Our church directory is available to view on any web browser! Instant Church Directory — the 

program we use to build our church directory — has a free website for church members to 

view our directory online.  You will be asked to enter in your email address as it's listed in our 

directory. If your email address isn't listed in the directory, let news@nmchurch.org know so it 

can be added. 

 

The first time, click on the “Create a login now” under the Sign In button. Enter your email 

address and set up a password to be sent an email confirmation. Click on the link inside that 

email to confirm your email and log in with the password you just created. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Notices for the Sunday Bulletin Parish Notes 

are due to Nicole Henderson by Tuesday 

nhenderson@nmchurch.org 
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https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=760692018089150&extid=KLRoK7muvtbZ16w6
mailto:news@nmchurch.org
mailto:nhenderson@nmchurch.org


 

 
    

 

 

 

Rev. R. Randy Day’s 

Recommended Reading 

 
Remembering the titles and authors of books referenced while listening to a sermon isn’t 

easy.  Here is a list of recent sermons and the books that were highlighted during each.  

(Please refer to the September 2020 issue of The Steeple for previous sermons.) 

 

Sermons 

 

June 7 - The Truth Shall Make Us Free 

 The Soul of America: The Battle for Our Better Angels by Jon Meacham 

 From the UCC Curriculum: White Privilege: Let's Talk. Resouce for Transformational 

Dialogue 

 

June 28 - 1776 

 1776 by David McCullough 

 White Fragility: Why It's So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism by Robin 

Diangelo 

 How To Be An Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi  

 

July 5 - Rest for Your Souls 

 You Never Forget Your First: A Biography of George Washington by Alexis Coe 

 John Adams by David McCullough 

 George Washington: Soldier and Man by North Callahan 

 

July 12 - Good Soil 

 Why Birds Matter, The Year of the Bird from National Geographic, January 2018 

 

July 26 - Nor Anything Else 

 Gracias!: A Latin American Journal by Henri Nouwen 

 New York TImes Magazine: Climate Issue, July 26, 2020 

 

August 2 - Incline Your Ear To Me 

 Stopping Pandemics from National Geographic, August 2020 

 
( continued ) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

9 

 

 

August 9 - Shed No Blood 

 Tears in the Darkness: The Story of the Bataan Death March by Michael Norman 

 From Beirut to Jerusalem by Thomas Friedman 

 

August 23 - God Without a Grudge 

 The Life of Emily Dickinson by Richard S. Sewall 

 Deeds Not Words: The Story of Women's Rights - Then and Now by Helen Pankhurst 

 

August 30 - Moses and the Mud 

 Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson 

 

September 20 – Thanking God in the Midst 

 The Violence Inside Us: A Brief History of An Ongoing American Tragedy  

by Chris Murphy 

 
 

 

 

            
    

 

 

 

 

Reverend Day also recommends the 

following books (again, please refer to the 

September 2020 issue of The Steeple for an 

additional list): 

  

 

Begin Again: James Baldwin's America and Its Urgent Lesson for Our Own by Eddie Glaude 

Thank You for Being Late: An Optimist's Guide to Thriving in the Age of Accelerations by 

Thomas L. Friedman 

The Bible is like GPS. A brilliant guide. All-knowing. Occasionally wrong. From the United 

Church of Christ 

The Living Theological Heritage of the United Church of Christ 

The United Church of Christ in the Shenandoah Valley: Liberal Church. Traditional 

Congregations by H. B. Cavalcanti 

Confronting Injustice Without Compromising Truth: 12 Questions Churches Should Ask About 

Social Justice by Thaddeus J. Williams 

Christian Antisemitism: Confronting the Lies in Today's Church by Michael L Brown 

God and the Pandemic: A Christian Reflection on the Coronavirus and Its Aftermath by N.T. 

Wright 

( continued ) 
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The Post-Quarantine Church by Thom S. Rainer 

Moses: In the Footsteps of a Reluctant Prophet by Adam Hamilton 

The Call: The Life and Message of the Apostle Paul by Adam Hamilton 

Raising White Kids: Bringing Up Children in a Racially Unjust America by Jennifer Harvey 

Feminist and Womanist: Pastoral Theology edited by Bonnie J. Miller-McLemore and Brila L. 

Gill-Austern 

Creatures of Habit: Breaking the Habits Holding You Back From God's Best by Steve Poe 

Smithsonian Music: The Definitive Visual History 

History of Art, sixth edition by H. W Janson and Anthony F. Janson 

World War II: A Photographic History by David Boyle 

 

 

The Chapel Stitchers 

 
The ladies of the Prayer Shawl Ministry met on the Green, wearing masks and practicing 

social distancing.  If you need a shawl or know someone who does, please call the church 

office or email Leslie Schlemmer at news@nmchurch.org. Donations of yarn are always 

welcome. 
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Investment Committee 
 

The MRC (Meetinghouse Restoration Committee) continues to draw down its balance in the 

Maintenance Fund as the project is completed. 

 

As of the end of August, the Endowment Fund has increased modestly, gaining about $4,000.   

Overall, the invested funds (excluding maintenance) are now only 5.4% below the start of the 

year. 

Dave Elmore, Chair 
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Lawn Mowing Sign-up 
 

We are still looking for volunteers to mow our very limited lawn area each weekend through 

October.  Please email Nicole at nhenderson@nmchurch.org with dates you are able to 

volunteer.  Volunteers will be sent a reminder of the date they have chosen.  Thank you for 

helping to keep our church grounds inviting! 

 

 
 

 

 

Social Concerns and Missions Committee 

 
COVID will impact two of our most treasured events this fall: 

 

 For the last several years our church has had a lead role in the annual Walk-A-Mile 

program, which is sponsored by New Milford Social Services. In the past, people would 

purchase products from Big Y, and then walk from there to our church for food 

collection and some refreshments. This year, participants will be asked to buy food 

from Big Y, deposit the items in special bins, and then take a walk around their 

neighborhood. Please stay tuned to Facebook and Constant Contact for more 

details. 

 

 Our annual event helping the Dustin Easley Memorial Foundation has been 

significantly changed. In the past, we have collected turkeys, cleaned turkeys, and 

helped serve Thanksgiving meals to people in their homes and via a community meal 

at St. Johns. The COVID restrictions will prevent any hot meals in this program. New 

Milford Social Services will be concentrating on working with The Woman's Club and 

United Way to help collect, sort, and distribute bags of food and frozen turkeys.  They 

will have the “Stuff the Gazebo” event again 1st or 2nd Saturday in November but I 

haven't seen it posted. We will communicate any information as received. This was 

always an event with a lot of church member participation, and was positive for the 

community and for our bonding as a church. We will be on the lookout for other 

events that can provide that dual benefit.    

 

We have received our Open and Affirming Church (ONA) Starter Kit. We are in the process of 

reviewing the materials, and creating an action plan.  

Dan Martin, Chair 

 

mailto:nhenderson@nmchurch.org


 

 

 

13 

Baby Bundles 

 
  

Baby Bundles distribution has moved outdoors, and we have been lucky to have  

beautiful weather on our distribution dates this summer. We have brought  

our diapers, wipes, and other baby items out to the Parish House front porch  

to keep all those involved safer and still allow those we help to choose baby  

items that the congregation and friends have donated.  

 

We continue to work closely with Social Services and the Nurse-Family Partnership,  

a new program that is coordinated through the New Milford VNA.   

 

Donations of diapers and wipes are always welcome. They can be dropped off at the  

church office when it is open or you can call the office to arrange a time to drop them off.  

Thank you for all the support you continue to provide. 

Jan McCarthy, Chair 

 

 

 

Remembrance Sunday, November 22 

 
Book of Remembrance: Memorials given to the Book of Remembrance by our church family 

and friends will be dedicated in memory of those dearest to their hearts.  Contributions are 

put into a special fund and are used to enhance the beauty of the church and its spiritual 

ministry.  Donations may be sent in any time of the year to the church office, in care of the 

Book of Remembrance.  Those gifts received later than November 1 will be dedicated in 

November. On November 15, the list will be posted for review on the bulletin board by the 

side door entrance of the church, as well as in the glass announcement case located on the 

porch of the Parish House.  

 

A Russell Ayre Scholarship: With your generous support we are able to offer financial 

assistance to deserving college students.  Donations of any size may be sent in any time of 

the year to the church office, in care of the Scholarship Committee.  Please indicate who 

your gift is in memory/honor of, as well as to whom an acknowledgement should be sent.  

Those gifts received later than November 1 will be dedicated in November.  On November 

15, the list will be posted for review on the bulletin board by the side door entrance of the 

church, as well as in the glass announcement case located on the porch of the Parish House. 

 

You may use the form(s) on the following page, make check(s) payable to: The First 

Congregational Church, and mail to 36 Main Street, New Milford, CT 06776.  In the memo line, 

please indicate either Book of Remembrance OR A. Russell Ayre Scholarship. (These are two 

separate checking accounts.) 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

                                         Book of Remembrance Committee 

 

Donor(s):  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

In Memory of:  _______________________________________________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed:  ___________________________________________________ 

 

Send Acknowledgement to:  _________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ____________________________________________________________ 

 
 
                                                                       

 

A. Russell Ayre Scholarship Committee 

 

Donor(s):  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

In Memory of:  _______________________________________________________ 

        or 

In Honor of:  _______________________________________________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed:  ___________________________________________________ 

 

Send Acknowledgement to:  _________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ____________________________________________________________ 

 
 
                                                                       

 

 

 

Website 
 

More information is now available on the church website, www.nmchurch.org.   You will find 

updated announcements, the weekly bulletin for the service (usually available on Friday 

before the service), and the link to the livestream.  You can also find email links to staff.  Be 

sure to check this site often. 

 

http://www.nmchurch.org/
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THANK YOU - 
 

 To all who have worked so hard to RAISE THE ROOF!  And a special thank you to John 

Wittmann and to Lambert & Barr Construction. 

 

 To the Jackson Family for keeping such good care of our flower gardens and for 

helping with clean-up after the storm.    

 

 To Dan Martin, Jeff Gammons, Allen Holcomb, Ross Detwiler, Bill Jackson, and Jon 

Case for clearing the fallen branches around the Parish House and playground from 

Tropical Storm Isaias.  Your time and energy is very much appreciated.  We were able 

to coordinate with the New Milford Department of Public Works to have them 

chipped and hauled away.  

   

 

 

These days people are shopping online more than ever.  If you are one of them, did you 

know that as you make online purchases at Amazon you can support the church at the 

same time?  Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price - there is no additional cost, 

and once signed up, the donation to the church is automatic.     

 

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your 

computer or mobile device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to 

make it even easier to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile.  You use the same 

account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby 

registry, and other account settings are also the same.  On your first visit to AmazonSmile 

(smile.amazon.com), you need to select First Congregational Church, New Milford, CT to 

receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Your selection will be 

remembered, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in 

a donation. 

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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Pastoral Search Committee 
 

The Search Committee is meeting every week to continually review new profiles. This is 

interspersed with interviews as well as an occasional discussion regarding the logistics of our 

work. For the next two weeks, Rev. Mary Nelson is advising us in Rev. Ciba’s absence. She 

and I had an extensive discussion related to the outlook for candidates and the needs of our 

church. This will enable her to point candidates in our direction. She now has a good 

understanding of our needs and the many positives this church offers to a candidate. Since 

Rev. Nelson is currently handling the responsibilities of two regions, I am hopeful that when 

Rev. Ciba returns, he will be able to devote more time to an in depth review specific to our 

needs.  

 

In Rev. Nelson’s estimation, the number of candidates is down slightly this year. She feels we 

can expect to receive candidates regularly until Thanksgiving.  After Thanksgiving, the 

number of candidates may diminish through the holidays. Once again, all of this is uncertain 

due to the pandemic. Again and again, our advisors from the Conference remind us that this 

process cannot be hurried and has no definite timeline. It is important to find the right person 

to lead us into the future, and it takes how long it takes.   

 

We continue to be bound by confidentiality, sharing what needs to be known with those 

who need to know at the time it needs to be known. If you have suggestions or questions, 

contact Doris Papp (pappducc4@gmail.com or call 203.770.3392.) 
 

Progress: 

 Our Congregation Opportunity Form has been live since the end of July. After viewing 

the church profile, candidates may choose to send their profiles to our Search 

Committee. We continue to receive profiles. The month of August was slow, but now 

we are receiving profiles again.  

 We are reviewing profiles each week. 

 As we review profiles, our committee selects some candidates to interview.  

 We have begun our initial interviews. This first interview is just a chance to meet the 

candidate via Zoom. At some point, select candidates will be asked to return for a 

more extensive interview. (This may or may not be in person due to the pandemic.) 

We are continuing to schedule initial interviews with candidates. 

Doris Papp 

 

 

 

mailto:pappducc4@gmail.com
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Planned Giving 
 

That’s the name that has come to be associated with gifts to your church or other charity 

that happen after your lifetime. Simply put, you plan now, for a gift that will occur later. In our 

church, we recognize those who have declared they have arranged for a planned gift by 

receiving them as members of the Deacon Roger Sherman Society.  

 

There are many ways to make a planned gift, and depending on your unique 

circumstances, some methods are better for you and for the church than others. Contact 

the Church Office for more details.  The simplest and most direct way to make a planned gift 

is to include the church as a beneficiary on your life insurance policy. Your insurance agent 

can guide you on the specific forms and options available from your insurance company. 

Just tell them you want to add a beneficiary; the agent will take it from there.  

 

When you have arranged your planned gift, be sure to let our Pastor know – no details, just 

that you made arrangements – so we can appropriately recognize your generosity.  For your 

convenience, you may use the form below. 

 
                                                                      

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

T H E  D E A C O N  R O G E R  S H E R M A N  S O C I E T Y  
 

        A gift to First Congregational Church of New Milford is in my (our) estate plans.  

  Yes!    Please count me (us) as a Member of The Deacon Roger Sherman Society. 

 

__________________________________________________________ 
 Please Print Name(s) as you would like them to appear on recognition documents 

 
                                                                       
 

 

 

Food Bank 

 
Non-perishable foods are gratefully accepted, but cleaning supplies are also needed.   

Government subsidies do not cover the purchase of laundry detergent or basic home 

cleaning products.  Also appreciated are personal care items.  More information is listed on 

the next page. 
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Christian Education 

 

 

  

Church School:   Church School will remain virtual until further notice. We continue to follow 

the stories in the Old Testament, following the covenants God set forth. We’ve heard about 

Adam & Eve, Noah, Jonah, and are now hearing about Moses.  All children are encouraged 

to participate.  We are Live every Sunday via Microsoft TEAMS. If you can’t join us, a copy of 

the lesson will be emailed to you.  To join us, or for more information, please contact Becky at 

cedirector@nmchurch.org.  Please feel free to forward the link to friends and family so they 

can join us each Sunday.  You do not need to be a member of church school program to 

participate.  

 

Please visit the website, www.nmchurch.org for the weekly Live-stream Sunday worship 

service at 10am, and to also check any updates posted to the Christian Education section.  

We are all working hard to keep it up-to-date. 

 

”No School” Field Trips:  There will be a “No School” hiking trip on Monday, October 12th.  

Place and time are still to be determined.  There will be NO carpooling so we can maintain 

social distancing.  Permission slips and Covid release forms will be sent soon.  All CDC Covid 

guidelines and restrictions will apply. 

Becky Passero, Director 

 

 

http://www.nmchurch.org/

