“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here”

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 5, 2026

WELCOME & CALL TO MINISTRY
LIGHTING THE CANDLES

PRELUDE America The Beautiful arr. Drew Fennell

CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: O Sing to God a song of joy,

People: For we have been greeted by our God.
Leader: O reach out for God an embrace of welcome,
People: For we have been accepted by our God.
Leader: O Create for God a portrait of hope,

People: For we have been inspired by our God.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

GLORIA PATRI*

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be world without end. Amen, Amen.

HYMN* #721 My Country Tis of Thee



PRAYER OF CONFESSION & LORD’S PRAYER

God of ages past and days yet to come, journey with us today. Guide our steps
to find solid ground that we may know the firm foundation of your constant
presence. When we can’t see the way forward, be our navigation system.
When we make a wrong turn, gently correct us. When we neglect our health
and wellness, heal us with your love. When we neglect or harm your world
and its peoples, reveal your righteousness and guidance, that we may be
forgiven and reconciled with you and with your beloved creation. We pray in
Jesus’ name saying...

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Choral Response

SCRIPTURE READING Micah 6:6-8

OFFERING OUR GIFTS
Call to Offering

Oftertory Amazing Grace/My Chains are Gone
Chris Tomlin

Song of Presentation™

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below;
praise God above ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Offering Prayer*

God of the ages, when we share from our souls, we open our hearts to your
works in this world. When we tend to our neighbors who struggle, we care for
the Christ in our midst. When we share with a stranger, we experience your
Spirit of divine joy as our reward for giving. Bless all gifts as they build your
kingdom here on earth. Amen.



STATEMENT OF FAITH

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Invitation

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Come to the table of grace.

All are welcome here.

Come, all who thirst for God.
All are welcome here.

Come, all who hunger for love.
All are welcome here.

Come to the table of grace.
Here, God nourishes our souls.

Great Thanksgiving
Words of Institution

Prayer of Consecration

SHARING THE ELEMENTS

The Deacons will serve communion. Gluten free crackers are in the center cup.
Please hold the bread and juice until we partake as a group.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Holy God, with gentle compassion, you unite us as vine and branches. For
your meal we share our gratitude. With thanksgiving we share the table with
Christ and with each other. Our souls are rejuvenated with your holy
refreshment. Send us into the world today with joy in our hearts and excited
to proclaim your love in this world. Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME

HYMN*

#361 in Hymnal

#722 This Is My Song

Church School children will process to the Parish House during the last verse.

SCRIPTURE READING
Choral Response

Matthew 11:25-30



SERMON Reigniting Faith

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Choral Response

HYMN* #720 America the Beautiful

BENEDICTION? - spoken and sung

POSTLUDE God Bless America
Irving Berlin arr. Lisa Nelson/Zimmerman

*All are invited to stand in body or spirit

Today’s liturgy has been adapted from the Abingdon Worship Annual, Ministry Matters, and Worship Ways.

THANK YOU

e Evelyn Johnson - Acolyte e Gail Peck - Deacon on Duty

e Jan McCarthy - Scripture Reader

¢ Toni Sullivan for being our guest organist for today, standing in for Sarah Fay.
e Anne Olson and Diane Taylor for their gift of music at today’s service.

¢ Jim Sugden for playing the Flugelhorn at today’s service.

e To everyone who chose our hymns today.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

All Are Welcome Here: For your comfort, listening devices are available by the
front doors of the church. Additionally, services are live streamed in the chapel,
should you need to step out of the service for any reason. Simply turn on the TV.
Please see a Deacon if you need assistance.

Coffee Hour: Please join us downstairs in the Fellowship Hall following today’s
service.

Woman of the Bible Study Group will not meet on July 6 or July 20.

What happens when four Christmas carols are requested for our summer hymn
singing? Christmas in July, of course! On Sunday, July 26, 2026, we will
celebrate Christmas, out of season but never out of our hearts. Come and join us for
this festive worship as we celebrate the birth of Jesus in the middle of the summer!

Lawn Mowing Sign-Up: We are still in need of volunteers to mow our church lawn
every other week. Please sign up on the chart posted on the bulletin board located in
the church lobby or email Carole at: czeigler@nmchurch.org.

If you are interested in making a donation, Digital Giving is available.

Please scan the QR Code to donate.

We kindly ask that you use the I agine

comment feature to direct your Together
contribution.

Y our continued support for the church is appreciated.




Join us for our Annual

Tag Sale

First Congregational Church of New Milford
- Fellowship Hall -

Saturday, July 18
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

How you can help?

Donate gently used items for the sale.
Drop off item(s) on Wednesday July 15,
Thursday July 16, Friday July 17
from
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM

Please no clothing, large furniture, large sports
equipment, large electronics

Do you have an hour or two to help?
Volunteers are needed to sort, sell and remove
unsold items.

Please contact us at
scholarship@nmchurch.org



