“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 30, 2026

WELCOME & CALL TO MINISTRY
LIGHTING THE CANDLES
PRELUDE All Things Bright and Beautiful/John Rutter

CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: We gather as a community of compassion and hope.

People: Jesus calls us to care for each other tenderly and willingly.
Leader: By this caring and sharing we will be known as followers of Jesus.
People: By our example others may be led to lives of peace.

Leader: Lord, open our hearts and minds this day to your word.

People: Teach us to serve you with all our gifts and talents.

PASSING OF THE PEACE



GLORIA PATRI*
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be world without end. Amen, Amen.

HYMN#* #543 Blessed Assurance

INVOCATION & LORD’S PRAYER
Holy God, from all our life’s pathways, you have called us to this place. Be
with us as we listen to your word and seek your ways. Remind us that we can
place our trust in your eternal love. Enable us to be more effective in our
witness to that love by word and deed. Guide our steps and pick us up when
we falter. Dust us off and place us on the pathways of grace and service.
These things we pray in Jesus’ name, with the words he taught us...

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the

power and the glory forever. Amen.

Choral Response
SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 105:1-6
OFFERING OUR GIFTS
Call to Offering
Offertory Thy Word/arr. Lloyd Larson

Song of Presentation*

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below;
praise God above ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.



Offering Prayer*

God of all mercy and compassion, bless these gifts lovingly offered. May these
gifts be used for ministries of hope through our church and into our
community, nation and world. Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME
HYMN* #599 Day By Day

Church School children will process to the Parish House during the last verse.

SCRIPTURE READING Romans 12:9-21
Choral Response
SERMON Blessed Living

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Choral Response

HYMN* When the Saints Go Marching In
(see insert)

BENEDICTION* - spoken and sung

POSTLUDE How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place/Brahms
arr. Marilynn Ham
*All are invited to stand in body or spirit

Today’s liturgy has been adapted from The Abingdon Worship Annual and Ministry Matters.

THANK YOU

Debbie Poole - Deacon on Duty Bella Emmons - Acolyte

Dave Eherts - Ushers

Pam Cafiero and Susan Chapin for their gift of music at today’s service.
To everyone who chose our hymns today.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

All Are Welcome Here: For your comfort, listening devices are available by the front
doors of the church. Additionally, services are live streamed in the chapel, should you
need to step out of the service for any reason. Simply turn on the TV. Please see a
Deacon if you need assistance.

Coffee Hour: Please join us downstairs in the Fellowship Hall following today’s
service.
Women of the Bible study group meet in the Chapel Monday at 1:00 PM.

Lunch and Learn is on Wednesday September 2, 2026 in the Taylor Room at
12:30 pm. Our presenter will be Angie from Camella's Cupboard. Please RSVP to
news@nmchurch.org

Lawn Mowing Sign-Up: We are still in need of volunteers to mow our church
lawn this week and September 14. Please sign up on the chart posted on the bulletin
board located in the church lobby or email Carole at: czeigler@nmchurch.org.

LOOKING AHEAD

September 13: Welcome Back Sunday
Blessing of the Backpacks
September 20: Walk a Mile
September 26: Apple Fest
October 4: Pastor Emeritus Celebration
October 4: Roger Sherman Presentation @ 3:15 pm

If you are interested in making a donation, Digital Giving is available.

Please scan the QR Code to donate.

We kindly ask that you use the I agi“ﬁ

comment feature to direct your Together
contribution.

Y our continued support for the church is appreciated.

The First Congregational Church United Church of Christ
Office Hours: Monday to Friday 9:00 am - 2:00 PM
(860) 354-8232 Voicemail Available 24/7
www.nmchurch.org | church@nmchurch.org
Rev. Marie Bacchiocchi | revmarieb@nmchurch.org | 732-874-0528




When the Saints Go Marching In

. Oh, when the saints go marching in.
Oh, when the saints go marching in.
Oh, how I want to be in that number, when the saints go marching in.

. Oh, when the sun refused to shine.
Oh, when the sun refused to shine.
Oh, how I want to be in that number, when the sun refused to shine.

. Oh, when they gather round the throne.
Oh, when they gather round the throne.
Oh, how I want to be in that number, when they gather round the throne.

. Oh, when they crown Him Lord of all.
Oh, when they crown Him Lord of all.
Oh, how I want to be in that number, when they crown Him Lord of all.

. And on that Hallelujah day.
And on that Hallelujah day.
Oh, how I want to be in that number, on that Hallelujah day.
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| The Blessing of the Backpacks is a ‘
meaningful tradition where we ask
God’s love, guidance, and protection | Bring your baCkpaCk
to be with students, educators, and " (or briefcase, tote, or bag!)
all who learn and lead.

. and join us as we step into

[ ¥ We invite children, youth, teachers, | a hew season together—

| staff, and anyone carrying a backpack rool2 i ﬁl :'M

i (or bag!) to bring it forward to be ‘ - §

r blessed for the school year ahead. W fﬂf /"“’W v
Al are welcome! P | v

ALL ARE WELCOME.
Al are loved.




